Working Your Convertible Top

t's time again to start enjoying
your Allanté with the top down.

Tip number four is the most impor- back of the car. e “J” hook start-
tant. When putting the top back uping in 1988 has an adjusting screw

Many of you are afraid of putting and you put the “J” hook into
your convertible top up and down. _
| want you to become familiar with &

underneath to help adjust it front to
back. e adjustment is very touchy;
only turn the set screw a half turn
at a time until you get the proper

the top and its unigue mechanism BN
so you have the con dence to put §
your convertible top up and down &
your leisure. | want you in control oS
your car, not your car in control of
you. Once you have the con dence
of putting your top up and down it
becomes like second nature to do.

results.

Close-up of “J” hook
e rst thing | recommend do- the pull down unit, it is imperative
ing is to read the instructions in thethat you hear a “click” at the bot-
Owner's Manual at least a couple ofom of the pull down cycle. If you
times to get familiar with the un-  don' hear a click on the bottom of .
usual procedure. e second step is the pull down cycle your motor has is pull down unit at the rear of the
to think “front rst,” especially whennot turned “o ’ and will continue to top is one of my top selling items in
you are putting the top up. You neegin and drain your battery. It is by my parts business. GM did a poor
to latch the front of the convertible far the number one reason for a dei@ in designing this unit. It has too
top to the top of the windshield.  battery in an Allanté! Remember, many plastic parts and soft metal
is allows the back to line up prop- if you don't hear that “click” at the parts that wear out over time. Some-
erly on a consistent basis. bottom of that pull down cycle yourtimes the motor will burn out from
battery will be dead the next morn-working too long and hard. e
Another important tip when putting ing. unfortunate situation is that GM
the top down is to make sure the discontinued this unit many years
“second bow” is pushed up. If that Tip number ve is the “J” hook has ago. When they were still available
bow is not in the up position the togo touch the “ nger” at the top of  they cost well over $500.00. Luck-
will bind and not fold into the boot the pull down unit. e nger is the ily we are able to rebuild most of
well. little black lever that is mounted at these damaged units and put them
the top of the switch. When the “J” back into service again. | have rebuilt
Tip number three is to keep the toph00K Is being pulled down by the  units in stock for your car at all
of the rear window in a parallel to  Pull down unit, itis the “J” hook  times. | will need your old unit back,
the ground position as you put the Pulling the nger down that turns after you install your new rebuilt

top down and into the boot well. unit, so that we can rebuild it for
another Allanté owner in need

e set screw

When standing on the driver’s side
of the car, | put my left hand on the
top of the rear window and push
down gently as | lower the top into
the boot well. is allows the “J”
hook to clear the rear top pull down
unit, and gives the top more clear-
ance by the rear pull down unit, so

down the road.

If you need a rebuilt unit to get
your top working again the situ-
ation isn't remedied until you get
the new unit adjusted properly.

is is not an easy job. | receive
more calls and emails on trouble-
shooting this item than any other

as not to destroy the rear window

weatherstripping. (By the way, we

have reproduction rear window
weatherstripping available.)

G item on the Allanté. | send along
Red pencil pointing to the pulldowry g page instruction guide to help
motor “ nger” painted white in the installation of the rebuilt

o the unit. Often you have to bend  UNitS. By the way, I stock all the
the “ nger” toward the front of the ~ Parts necessary to service any of

; w your convertible top needs.
KC%[ &r@%LﬁtLtpe J” hook toward the

Feel free to call me at 619-807-8770 if you have
any questions about your Allanté’s top.



