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No norc uullkcly alll,anct oould posetbly bc inagl.utd thea onr

bctuucn thc AborLgLnra of Augtrall,a and aa lrlah glrl oarly l.n thl.l

ccntury. Certaluly ao Aborlglnal had tvrr hoerd of, Xrclandl end had no

rG.ron to look f orrrlrrd to nrctLng a young lrlghril.n. And thtr ptrtloularr

IrLeh gLrl wnturnd upon tha JournGy to Auatrallr tlth no thought tilitso-

Gvcr that hcr llf r rctrtd bc bound up rlth th. Abrl.gl.ncs. Ytt :hr cann

to knor thru bttttr than thny kner thmeelv6a - fftd thGy ctlto to loak

upou hcr ap thdr rpokaanan to thG AurtrrlLan gouarnilGnt and thrlr

con.tant hrlp Ln tLncr of al.cknraa and rufitr

DaLal' llac OrDuyrn rae born Ln County ftppcrary la 1863 of a rcapcotablc

though not noblr fanl.lys and owr that nae rapldly roachLng thc cnd of

itc rcsourc6$. Thuac reuourcGr y6rc cnough to liad Daley to Glpcct

thlngar tnrt aot rnough to ach!.ura thcnr llnr uothrr haul.ng d{cd ahortly

eftrr hot blrthl thc grcr up, rd.th thrtt !:Lst!rs tnd brothcrrr Ln a

houschold ruhd by hcr grandnothcr. llrr frthcr drocrtbd hl,r occupltlffi

rE rgcntljaanl - but tlrl.c dtd not Xrrovldn uoro thun th{r btri ntorselt:fla.

Dalry rGc6Lvrrd an edcquatc cduaatton - rdcquat.r that Ll, for a fcnalt

Ln rural lroland Ln tha l8?Ors. Shr had roac telcnt for vrLtl.ngl *tr

!n rrprrt horerrwanl aad aoon dLcplaycd n aoa! phuoaanal Lndapcndutoi.

thc could ruad - but har rcadl.ng thcn and f,or tho r.at of hnr long llft

ra6 ll.nl,ttd to f,our euthors - DLckcnsr Seottf Thnckrray aad Lytton.
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Datlng f,raur th{e tlne clso wae htr f{r:n deslc*iun to Qutcn Vlctorttr

and to thr VLctorl.an ldaak of sorv{cr to Quean ifid ElapLrrr Thls

dsvotion rxturdcd to nattere of drces, and all her llft aht oootlnutd

to dreaa as {i Lady of Vlctorlan Bngland.

Upon thc dacth of har f,athcr trhen Dalay raa 3It Dal.ay uard tho trculc

of a doctorfa dvLcr to scok a ilarlar elluatc to tnbcrlq, upon .r voydgr to

Auntrall.a. Aotually1 ehc raa anxious to v!.sJ.t an old fanily frl,;nd1

Bl.ahop $tcntoul rho norr ttvcd ln Horth Qua$rcltnd. Thorcl at Torncvl,llal

ahc bacancl Ln affcetl hta rardl and an cnthusdaat{o particlpa[t Ln tht

soclal l!.fr of tho llttlc oLty and Lta nalghbotLng reachca and cattlt

Gtatlctnt.

Datay rne alrnlra somcrhat of ; eocltty bclles and ll,krd th. attfiitlsnt
p{rtd to hcr, tnrt ;hc *ar al*o vltally lnt6r!$ted ln thc rothLng nctl"vLtlos

of tha cattl; ranehar. Aftcr tho tudden daath of thc nan to r?ro*r ch{r had

booonc cngagads ahc bccarnc dctsrnrLacd to ba a port of thlt 1Lft. So rhn

tcott anployacnt e6 a govcrnGss ln tho houac of a Hffi. Hugh Batsa; a vldor

rLth fi.vs yflrng ch{Idran. Xot long uf, bsr urrdortrklng thla pmltlonl Ln

1883, Dal:y Batea nct and nrarrdcd an oldcr san of, th6 S6tce fmLly. ftck

Batce tra6 a rotrgh and rsady e6ttlc drovcr, a ilail r*ro war acknor*"ledgtid to

br onr of thu bc;t drovara ln Auatrall,a, aud stro oftsn drovc largt $obs

of cattlG trn Journcys of s tho'traand nLlca sr uorc frorn cettlc etatlofi to

narkct.

fhl; narrlagc ruc cmlnontly un;ultablc aud fortdoacd to fallurc.
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Ona chl,ldr a ao'rt naEard Arnold, nias born trl' yoirra Xet* - i[d tltrnaftlr

Datey and Jack ecldm nat. Evcn hcr eou Arnold ntvcr ftgurtd to csy Ercit
GrtGnt in hqr pl.anel cnd oftcr hs *as $cvcn ycer6 old nhr sgldcl! aar hla.

But ln apltc of hcr laek of lovc for Jasl€ Bttot, thc rlql.ll h+d cmrfdrrtblt

r.rpGct f,or hl.e unqucstl.oncd abllttlu ia r drovrt aud utnagtr of, oatth

atatl.ons, tnd Daley Batos had long cLncc daotdrd that thlt ral thl llfr

for hcr. 8o rht gtrvi hLn rhat ahc dctorLbod !t a largc rul of tt('{ty

(but trblch Ln vitr of htr lack of r6ccrur6et ooul.d uot haiti brrnr ttgrnLfletnt)

vlth whloh to brry uuch a etatl.on. Hc nrrror d{d to, trnd Lt b turpcattd

hc lo;t noat of tht lnoilofr

S{nca ehe was uot llvlng wLth hcr husbaild ard vu! apparently qprltc

;uccsecful Ln shcddlng raaponelbtltty for hor sCIa Atnoldl rhc rrpPaercd

to ba at lLb*ty to contlnuc hcr habLtr of vlattlng arotrud Aurtrallar

In thc trorrrtc of thagr vLel.te rhc of courta lrir sany Aborlglnre and

brcanc Lntcrtgtcd ln thare and thcir hirtory. hrtlcu]arly1 oo rr vLslt

to Tetranla rhr Lrarn;d of onc of thc crualcet lnatalrccr of, colonLlatLorr

Ln tllrtory. llcrc thc cnt{rc Aborl,gl.nn poErlattoa uir .lthcr ktlhd sr

crLlcd to e ncl.ghborlng araall lclandl rhctc thr rrulndcr 6ofir dlrdl

prlaarlly of apathfr

Tha ftnEnc:lal panlc of 16?€s whan all tho banke ln Mclbournc snd $i.dnty

cloecd, Ioft DaLcy Bates alrsoet entirely rpLthout funde qnd sick irlth

lrorr/r Agalnl a doetor ctrlre to hcr rcscus and praacrLbad a trlp to

Brgland. Off ahr wsnt l.n tha baat &rglteh tradttlonl lcavlng her eon

:ln a bcard!.ng school. Hcr huuband Jaclq nhe dleposed of squalLy aunmartly

blr *laply tclttug hla shr nould bo bnok rdrcn hc trad a hma atrd a cattlt

ttat{dr for hcrr
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thr arrLvod ln Loadon ll.ttcrally pcnnilcaal but nlrt sl,thout audacltyr

Shn elnply rrotc a chcck on a non*errlatcnt brnk a{t€ount and cellod

upon an old*tiuc f,aml,ly frlond to tukl Lt goodr For rmr ttlr rhr

vlcltcd rdlattvta Ln lraland, but ehs noet oartaLnly yaf n6t trrllr to

bo htddan rruay Ln acr; dank back bcdroor. Hot f,or har rru; thr rol*

of a por:r rolatl.on vtro had to ba taktrn csr; of. Soan tha ras bach

Ln Londonl lh+rc ehr n{rt and startad to rorle for tf"T. Sttedl qdLtor

of thc [tv-l,,cr-,of Rcyl,crc. Fl.rst ae charfiunan, thcn rt an eraLetant

dltort cha trtrrkrrd f,or Stcad f,or alnolt four y6trrt. Mranrrhlkl eht

contl"nuld to vltl.t:l.n cmntry houeaa, rnd llvld thr ltf,i of a cultumdp

vell-travcllcdl ntll*connactcd lady wtro unfortunatlly had to eern hntr

owr lLvlngr Sht rccolvcd nuretroua propraala of nnrrLcgc (a ltvtng and

lcgal hurband tplrcare not to hcva bonn nc'nttonld)1rnd mr about to

rntrr Lnto a rtthat rmarkably cold-bloodd lLa.lgfir rlth an rgually

Lup;tuour nan, yhrn rord rccohcd hcr that hcr bcil& Ln Aurtralla rar

about to rcfund pcrt of her dcpoel.t. Iu tha parnt nall srr. r litttr
fro hueband Jacih caylng that hc ras Ln Wrrt Aurtrallr ylth rcnr Araold

prrparlng to look for a propcrty for thlilr

So1 back to AuatralLa chc wnt. Much ln th; publla ryc Ln Hngland

{n 1899 rrte thc AborlElnc rLtuatlor, eo eha uedt rathor nebulour

ocnnGctlons rdth tcvaral ncrrrF€rpora t6 {nncatlgatl end yrLtc abotrt thtort

affalrs. At thc t&ar ahr sar thls aa cr lstorcetl.ng hobbyl rtrlk htr
rcal anbl.tt.on rrfre to ornr aad run a a6tt1c stet{oil dth Jreh Batcs ac

nanagcr rnd lncLdcntally aa hueband. tftrar llalay and Jack Fatca il.t lt
P*th sho htd ltttlt tnrt oontcapt for hLn, f,or hr by no iraad lnrarurd

up to thc Gtanldarde of, an Bngll.oh gcntlaan. Hcr san ;hc d0rcrl.brd ac



dl.rtyt unilotburedl ncglccted, trreorrgruoua and foul. 1t doubtlsen nevcr

crosaed hsr nrl,nd that sha had *ons roap*neLbtltty for thla p{tlable

cond!.tLcn.

Aftsr a short tl-ner the larg6 propcrty she dcalrcd lras purohaotdl

but there $ras 116 noney to etook tt rdth c6ttl6, u,s houac on Lt, ind

rlc prosPestsr Sho contlnucd to ornr l"t f,or srvirail yotr8, although

the Batae f,*xrtly n6v6r U.ved thore, But thc eaarch fos thLs propcrt1tl

ae wall as vle{trs shs nadc to othsr propertLae cnd Ln gcncral through-

out tt€st AuBtrallal brought hcr agatn into contact r.tth tha Aborl.glnc*.

$hc not the AborlgLne on hls own grflrndl and beoarnc farall.lar, attrrlly1

nlth hLs culturc. flhe wratc artj.clcs for tho FlrglLeh papose rlnd

variou^s &rgll.ah and Auatralfan magaa{ncer Sha so6la bccanc ccnrvtnccd

thct thd llborlgLaa rac a dyLng br;ad' urrd th6t hsr ;lgal.om ln ll"fc rac

to 6aar hl,a pacclng.

For tha nsxt flfty yaars ehc workcd c*yrtlnuouoly at thLa tank.

StrangclYr dt ths t:[nc ehs llornred thls CIbJect:lva Lt saa cstl,eatcd that

thare r.tert atrout SOTOOO Abor!"gLnoe Ln the vhole of Australl.a. Todayl

It ls ball.svad that thcrc ar6 Horo than twlce that harfr It 1*,

thtraforef not ths AborlgLne that La paeel.ng, but E rlay of, llfo end

a eultura whlch had exleted for thourenda of yeers $ith no change

wtrataoevQrr rnd sh{eh ln ane ganoratlon hae becams a}noet totally
cxt:[nct.

Hou and rhan tha Aberrtg{nc arrlv*d in Atrstralla Ls thr cubJcct of

aueh co'nJccturc. Hc probably canc at laaat twnty-;houaand f6trre tsog

oad poectbly ruoh rdrGr Tha nost coruonly acccptcd theory her hLn

croaaLng orr a ltnd bttdgc rhlch Lg a;auafd oroe to hlvo coancotrd

Auatrall.a and thc naluland of ArLa. But thtrn arr no arcnnelc ln
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Australla 6van vaguely rarsercbli.rrg thodc *f any othor part af tha rrcrrld -

and nons of thosa found ln Austrell"a are fnrnd Gksrrhers. But rcgardl*a*r

of hcw otr vtrsn he a*lvodl ths Aborlgina hae ll.ved Ln Australta avar

eJ.noc wlth no dlsccrnlbLc changc ln mannctra, nktrtla, cuatmt of habLtar

fhe l\bcrlglne hlmstclf hagt a \t€ry defl'nl'tc a$nccplL':n of h!.e or*r

orl.gl.nr rahlch Le tl.od to the or{gl.n of tha land Ltoclf and thc aallcnrt

grcgraphl.c feature,gr All of thosa llattcrs of orlgln arc bcllcvrd tCI

hava takon plaee ln the ',Dreau Tlmo", or, "Droantl"ngt'. Back ln thj.g

urrdated prah;tstorl"o tl"ne l"t Ls belLeved that there wcr6 cofta.lfi lelnds

of *nlnals such ae snakee and llaards and kangaf$fla and unus vhn

wandcred about thc country. Thoy brscama asso('l6ted wlth cQrtar.n

faaturee of thc land sueh es part{.cular rockc at hLlla or truttrholtal

nuny of rrhLch yrrrG not orly asacc{atcd rtth thtt pcrttcular dnl.nall

but rcrc alco bcllsvsd to havi bcos f,orned b5r that anLnal' thcrd

anlnlk ar6 alao rcgardcd ar farnl.ly anecstoral 60 an AborlgLac cpmlce

to hLnsclf cs brlonglng ttr tht karrgaroc tot6r, rrr thc frlu totclt.

Hot rraly afitnrls but auch thlnge as a trad dr a rocle, or ratrl ata

atao thought of a* thc aneastral tot6m. It ls thla ttrtffi that la

thc basLc loyalty of a group. Paopla of the ra:[n toten, for instancct

are found atl 6var Audttralia, wLth no contdct b*ittwcen thern, and ao

group svar6 of arr-$thor. Yet lf thay ehculd mcet they nake thclr tt)ten

known te cach CIthor nnd are l"rnmodlatcly uelccmrod Lntct th6 famlly

cLrclc.

Eaeh pertcm ilao balongc to a crrtaln tlsklfirr group - rhi,eh Lr

enothof tnlatl.oashl.p uora cloaaly slnller to *rat YG thlnk of at t

farnlly lroupr It ts, hotravcr, guncvhat dnpmd;nt m agc grouplngo.
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limbcrahtp ln i totail group La not a f,llttcf, of rclattonrhlp as Fo

thtnk of, thc tdrnr but appcara to br drtcrmlncd at thc tiuo of btrth

by auch thl.ngt ar rhcthcr {t vaa ralntng at th6t norrnt, of rhrthrr a

kangaroo of in Gfiu vts naarby. Tharc ta aleo thc trlbal rOlrtlonahlpl

rhLch L; not rclatod to clthar thG ?otale or thr tk!"n groupr but la *trrrr

a gcographlaal ilattcr - thrr pooplc of a ccrtal.n arcr bclong ts a ccrtaln

trl.bcl or trt lcatt dld ortglnally. Thc totcillc rulatLonahlp Lll of ov{rr-

rldlng luportanccs tn that Lt nakcs ocrtaLn actlvlttrr or gcrtat.n foodr

or ccrtaln acsoclatlons clthcr favorod or forb!.ddrn. But thc rh!,n gr6rp

dctcralnlr blood llncs. Skl.n group ia actually drtcruLncd bcforc blrth,
and dr a functLot of thc fanLly, or aklnl of thr F6rcnts. Undrr thir
lystaa thr lllgtbtlLty of ccrtaLn uarrLagc parttlrr ta datuul,ncd lsrE

bcforc blrths end opuatao Ln nuch thc aanc sry - nnd for thc aana

purpcscl] - {lt ouf prohtbl.tl.on agalnat thr narrLagc of, ooual.n6.

Thls allln-flroup ralatLonsh{p cxtcndr not only to the oth;r ncnbor;

of thr callf trlbir tnrt also acroac thc rntl.re Abor!.gl.nc vorld. Ttrua

6 lraa of thc BungadL akLn of tha Alawa trlbc *tro llvur ln Aratrrm land

ln far northcrrr Aurtrall"a naar Daryln La autorratl.cally rclatrd (thangh

not by blood lLnra) to ncnbrre of, tha sanc slcln rbo arn nabcrr of, tht
Plntupi tr{bc rho llvc Ln ocntral Auatrclla nGar Allcr $prLngr. Should

h! vlslt Ln that crGa ho rould bccanc a acrbcr of that groupr narld bl
aec.ptd by thup and uanld ba aubJcct t6"',ttrr rGa6 ruhe, tabooa and

rclat{onehlpc .t tht othcr Plntupl pnoplc. 3h+p acana thet hir placo

ln thr trlbel preklng ordcr lc all rat for hl.r. By uaraly naln!.ng hle

prcscnca kncryn h; lr prov{dcd stth a rcady-nadc art of rclatlvcc -

unclccr brothcra and aothrr-l.n-lrs.
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Thla, of cdurot; La l.mrnontcly corupllcatad, partlcularly to pcopl*

lrtro arc 6ccrrstonrod to havlng all relatlon*hLpe dctarrnf,ned by blood-

lLnes. Blood linra do, of courec, rrntcr Lnto thls Aborlg{na1 rclatfffi-

ehlpr but th;y arc ovcr-lald blr thcee other ralatl.onehlpa uhlch to tht

Aborl.ncs arg vaatly xorc lnrportant.

In tho Aborlglnc rorld tb6 lralc La of unqucatlonad oupctlorlty.

Fanalce appcaf to havc no r{ghte, no prlvLlcgca arrd flo vatuc. To

thc AborlgLn; the nale !.e nora l.nportant alnply blcauae thr futurc

of thr trlbc l,a up to hlm. Hc carrl.ca th{i scrd of futurc glnoratl.ong.

Thte rcflcctt e curtour lack of, knovhdga of thc prtnclpka of tcpt:o*

ductLon. Ttlny arc rrull araaG of, thr Lnportanec of thc anlo ln thla

oyolc - but catlrcly lgnorc tho function of ths fsaalc. Ylhl.lc onc

tu.pGct6 that thry arc not cntirrly rdthout knorltdgo on thta ccoral

thcy profare to bclLcv6 that thr roman haa an unLnportaat pertl and

urc thlt bclLaf to kecp the woncn !n thclr placer Actuallyl thGy

reccd to bcllcvc thrt 6 rrDrrilan bcara a ch{td aa thc ro'rult of rubblng

hcr stoilaah ri.th a ccrtaLn ktnd of stonc whl"le el,ttlng {n c ptrtLcular

revcrcd epot. The fact tb6t chortly thcrcaftct ehe lLco vLth hcr

husband sc€mt to bi tgnored'

Rclatrd to thr lnportanec of thc nal.c l"s thc ln;Lctcnoor allotlg atrl

Aborlglnia rcErrdlcse of, trl.be or lscctl.on, thet thc lnportart rnlLgl-

oua cGtGrno'nlao rfG cetrrLcd out rntLrcly by the anlcrr and tra ntrt to

bo atrtn by any fcn;h. ln factl thr Lntrlcatrly earvcd and docoratld

rtonGs abd b$ardt urrd Ln thc ccc6aoilti6 att cttcf,ully hlddcn aray

aftcr cach urrp turd lt le eGrtrln dcath for any fslak or unlnLtlatcd

nah, lntcntLonrlly or rvan accl.dcntully to 6ltc thotr. Inltl.atl.ot l';

a long prbcctr, otart{ng rt about thc agc of trulvc dnd laltlng aa fu# 
^
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tro ycara. Durl.ng thlt perl.od thc young nrrn la forbl.ddcil to telh to

rnyffir6 for long Fnrlods, and uaually durLng thc vhola tro yctr p6rl6d

cau not at aay tlrr talk to any fcnalc, lncludJ.ng h!.s nothcr ot Glstlrrr

HLe only cofltoct t6 trl.th othcr boyc bclnE Lnlt{atcd at thc eanc tlnt

and rl.th crrtaLn *elcctcd cldcru of thc trLbc. tnltlatLon Lc cllnartd

by r long ecrm{lny for tho group of boya br{ng lnltl.atad - laotlng alt

nlght or pcrhapc langrr - ct fltrl,ch tht fl,nat rvtrnt La thr ctrotmeLc!'on

of thc brr1rsr Th!,l ir a rith.r palnful prooadurnl and a bloody snrr

carrLcd out rtrllt thr boy La lytng, facc upr aorodst tht backl of thrtc

nm utro rr1r on hands and knara " Forncrly thl.e rag dont vlttt a tharp

rtorlcr but nor. le uorc ueually donc vlth 6 raaor bladr. Upoa hla

rGoounryl th6 boy bccoact an Lnl.tLttcd and ecetpttd nttbcr of thc

trLba, urtLtlcd to knov :[tt aocrctc and thr hldLng placcl of tta

churLnga stontt and othcr artl.flcta.

It li v6ry tclptl,ng for a Furopnan rho knora rtrarc babLce cdlnG frong

can r;ad ilrpol rrtrfe clothcer know hor to grsn Gtoptf orrn producc

rcfrlgcretLm to ltorc hia rnaat and rho hre ell thc r:ulpoeed biacfltt

of cl,vllhrtl.on to bccmc aourytrit FttondainE tovard thcts Aborlglntel

uho havc a6nc of, thcrc thlngr. Yct onc ilurt aclcnorltdgc thcLr untxcrllcd

abtltty to llvr d.thl.n thc llaltatlons of thcl.r thvLroancnt. Thcy trc

htrntcrc rild grthat.rol llving of thc land cash d*y1 rith no tharght

rfiataofvcr of, thr tcqul,rrmcnt of rating agtlu t$ilorrsr. tlttd food ll

anattablal thry rat; aad rtrrtr Lt Lcnrt thcy dorrrtr lrlhy rcat oltrthcr

rhcn thc rslLnrtr i,a ;arr rmough not to nccd thorn? fftry butld a hatrrc?

Vou dontt arcd lt for protcctLorr frtrn tht cluntnt;r If an Abor{gint



la cold at ntghtf h6

frcn the fLrc, urlvgs

coufagoa one or rn()r0
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eLnply rubs hinaclf

rtrotG cloeely t* his

dogc t6 niCItlo Lnto

rdth anothcr cirrt of ashnp

ncLghborl and poreJ.bly en-

th* pl.lor

Thq lntarf.or of Au;tralLa l,e a land rhnrr e nlr{tc ninl ;l,th hl,s

hJ.atory of, oulthnatlan and clvLll'rctlonf uurld havn a hrrd tl,nr

lrlltlng vlthout thr coafortg hu br!.ngc vlth hl.n. F{r;t and forrnoat

l"t tho leclc of ratu. In &srt of thc vait Gxpan$r of thr Lnttrlor
annual ra{nf,rll {s lrss than tcn lnoho;' ind ln hrgc parti lc nuch

Icca thta thrtr ?o a percon fanlltar ytth thn grctn caubtryrldo of

Europa or AnrrLcr; thLs l"a dcarrt. An occanl,ontl arnall trrrp cparft

clunpa of drfud 91116, aoil. burhaa dot thr landacaptl but for tho

roct part lt hre a drl.cd and ycllor lodc. ltany of thc or!.glnal

i.ttlGrr and rrplorcrc dtcd f,rcn lack of rutat or fcrd for thll.r
enl.sala. Yct {n thonr tGitrc 6roas thc AborLgLnr hae llvcd for lrundredr

of, gcmcratLoncr lh ha; never gotton fat, and tlrcrr hrvc bocn tLfic;

rhcn hc nay havt tmporarlly bean thlratyl but ln gcncral ho haa ltvrrd

Ln pcrftct hercouy rdth thl,n haruh rnvlronnontr

ltLr rbl.lLty to do ;o l"a r;Inttd vary d{rcotl.y ttr hLt rcldg{our

bcllcfa aad thc art:lf'acts urcd ln hia ccrcilsntGa. Moot of, thcar

ehurlnga ttclnt* and borrds arr conctrnrd rltb gnogrrphlorl freturcrl
auch ac the loottlon of rrrtcr-holcs or partl,cular plaeall urullty
frtqutntad by kaagaroor or goannaa or ruus. Thty ntght rlhtc thrt

locatlotr of lrlaelt through tlu a*untalna, rhl,eh of courar ar6 uard by

thr rlld anLaab rad rtrLeh also ulrually havc e pool of Ht.r Ln or

naar ths. Thurl tool thc AborLgln; knovs thn lLhcXy apote vtrur
rrtcr nlght br f,or.nd. Thn ttory Lr told of a grcrup of ytrl.ta notr
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rtro w11rr canprd at rrhat thoy thought raa an antl.rcly dry and vf,torlaec

epot, rclyLng <rntl.rcly on tha ffitar they had ear{cd rlth thafir. Thcy

tr6r6 duubfoundcd to havs a band of Aborlg:lnea cehp nearby and aftcr

a fcw ralnutca of poktng lh tha ground vlth thoLr dlgglng ati.cke brl.ng

forth a rprl.ng of clcar y6t€rt Probably tht loeatlfii of thLa natcr

rnm kno*tr to thar throuch BstE€ drarlng orr ona of thcLr ocrcnonLal

barda.

thqre are only tro ragulrements for ail Aborl"g!.n€ - 6 snrll anorrat of

vator rnd eorc iort of, llvl.ng 6rcatur6t to hunt. Alco, of eourccr thtri

ars afunrys c6rtoin nutu or thc fruLte of ecrtaln tracat or thc honay

colloctcd b'lz 6fii6 bcce to add to thc dl.ct. ltr*ar pcopla, thenr lLW

ontLrcly on tha land. ?hoy add nothing to ,,tr thcy teka f,roa lt onty

thc barc ecsa;tlah nccdcd for that dayro an:lst*nee.

?bls 11c61p1 of, oourtlr c noaadLc cxt.ltcllcas ilovl.ng er frcguartly al

nlght bn lndlcatrd by thc abundancr or acarclty of lnlliall. 6op of,

courr., thc frv6t poaacreLoru ttrat nccd trasapoftLng tht rora lrlltLly

(for thc rucn) th|l novlng Le acccnpllsh6d. Ho hanrttl na tutt no

f,uralturrl [{! bag of, alothcal no eooklag utcarl.lrl rro ferning toola -

Jr1;;t ip.ag, dlggl.ng atlc|c aad thc roon*e1 6fid pGrhtpo loil. booaaren0sr

Bvrry tool tcrvcs aGvGral purpoerc I but thn lrorflncflr ie prfhaPi norc

vcrsatllc than nocet. It ls a nlxl.ng bovt, a davlcc uscd to halp thror

G sp6er norc aocuratQly, nnd a nrr$apon to bn uecd aa I olub. Thc othrr

ccamonly urcd tool {a tha hunan tootbr uscd to *hUrpcn tho ltono of

voodcn polnts of hlc Gpcar6. Thc 6pc6rs a il,an has arc hl,c noet velrrablr

pooacaal.anc nnd 11rr guardcd carsfuily. Thc rrrapone, thcrif,$fGr 6rG ttlt

only trt!.elrs cafrlrd by tha nan of, tho fanlly rtrar thqt ar6 on thl rovl -

Gvarythlng oler thc td.f,t or the chlldrcn corrfr
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Thc rcnrra alto arc rcnFoncLbh for provl.dlng all thc food f,or thc

fanlly otht! tbtrr tht nsat. Thc nanr aB huutorl prov{dra thc utatl

and aftcr ht hat donc to hc relaxl. Frcqucntly thc ulat 1g catan

tratr or only partLally coolccd, rhLlc thc bcrrl.cn or lcodl of verloul

planta gathtrad by thc rosan art poundcd dnto f'lsur and bakod lnto

r cort of brcad by thc yorncn. Thc ncn tahr Eritt prldr I'n prorrldlng

tha nrat, rtrlctr Ls of courto thc dtcpln of tha dlctr btrt lf that

rupply ahould fatl for any tr6ason, thG f,4811y rould ;tLll att

brcauaa of thr gathcrlng of lrrcde and roota and bcrrLcr by the

fffiGllr

In cpl.tr of hl* othcryl.ct vcry alnplc lLfcl thc Aborlglnc dtd

knor about fLrr. Ho vaa abls to llght a fltc at v|llr and did

not rely upon kcrplng a fl,rc golng oncG hc had startcd Lt. Hll

n6thod of, atart{ng a f|ru yac cxtctly that rGc&Hondod ln tha

Boy Scout Mernrel - hc rubbcd tro stleks togcthtr by trLrllng ont

bctuctn hl.t palu rhllc thc cnd of lt rao kcpt Ln coatrct tl'th thc

othcr.

Flrca hrvn bccn nuppoacd to bG also e rcthod of cmrnun:l'cat:LoRl

rnd lt har bccn bsllcvcd b3z rcrnr that thc Aborl.glno usid ruokl el'grnalr

to cssunLCatC ovttr long d!.atancca. Thia, holcvlrl appctifll not to

hava bccn tho aaat. llhcn oncl or a grauPr of AbortgLnte $trt

travcll.ng h thc tcrltory brlongLng to anoth.r tfl'b. thry eultcilarLly

1Lt flreg .vcry fcv uLlc; to dndicati to thc loogtlc through rhoce lend

thcy |6rc tfavcll{rrg rhat dl.rcotlon thcy f'rtc kccp!.ng. In thLc rray

thay cculd not br eccugcd of attottlrttrttg to snralt up on tholr holtal

and thc hocttl by korplng tf,Gck of tha onohcl rrruld knor rhcn to

cnptct vl.r!.tora.



-13-

All actour ccntrtl AustralLa thc sarly c*plor6r6, tha nan

vho atrung th6 tclagraph viro acroao tho ntddla of th6 country

from Darvln ln thr far north to AdclaLdc Ln thc routhl rcldrd

upon aupplles f,ronr thr eltinr - and Ln tcoroa thGy dlad frm

atarvatton or lack of tatcr. In thoac 6rrt6 partG of thc coutttry

tha black Aborlgtnr rat f!.ndlng all hts rants. Truep ho oould not

rsad or nritrl nurnbor; vcrr unknowr to hLn, ho had no lLtartture

aa 1lt thtnk of, Lt. Yct hr vas not stupLd. An c*arple of hLa

lntcLlfgoneo {s thr nrthod corrrunonly urcdl evcn today, of ttndlng

Lattern, ir Yi nould call thcn.

Whcn a nmbrr of a cartal.n trlba plarrr a trlp to *orac othNr

loeatlcvn thl,s aoou bceonca corru$n knorledga. Frlcnds corc to hl,n rnd

aak hlm to gLvc a parttcular ilcsirgc to Eoilcoua clsc. Thry alght

bc told - rtcl1 ny fricnd that I hnva arttrthar teri, that ny vlferc

uncla dl6dr that huntlng hac bcca ptl6r Ln tho hltlc ncar thc satctr-

hola of thc gray kangorool that I rlll eond to vtri.t aftcr tho nert

full noonlrt artd ao on for rhat rpuld pcrhapr teko us f,outr pagt6 to

rrl.tc Ln a lottcr, Ar thc pnospcatlvc oorr.lpondcnt gLvor thla

long ut;eegr to thc carri.cr sf thr ntrll hc aleo handr h!.n a arntLl

atl.ek vlth a rorl.te of notchca la lt. Broh FGrt of tho rnceacgc lr

rclatcd to ! rpnclfLc notch. Pffhape doaQnc ('f, thatc n.tlirga :t{clcc

arc eollaotGd by thr travcllcr. Upon rnachl.ng his dcatlnatlon hc

flndr thn varl,ous rrclpLcntrs g;dvat each oar thr proprr tcttrrgc etl.alc

and procccds to rtlatri th6 corrcct ucantng of areh notoh. ThLs la

not roading or vr{ttng, but lt unquettl,onably adgnlflcr l.nttllLgcnct

of r falrly trtgh srdctr,
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Thn klnd of cristGner l;d by thc Aborlgincr Ln Australla bcforc

thc coraLng of thc **rltc ilan cortalnly dapcndl cntl.rcly upou a

largr and unl,ahabltcd Countrfr Populatlon dsonltyl partLcularly

ln c land an rr:l,d as thc l,ntrrl.or of Arutrallap can bc oaly

cxtrrrncly anrall. No f!.gurci, of eourstr ciln br gLvcnr ot Gvotl

aurpl.eadr yzet lt lt probably unllkcly that tha uaxLrnun Aborlglnc

populatloo rvrr rxctcdcd ?OOTOOO tn thc cntlrc contlnentp and

thc rddltlon of only a vtry eraall nunbtr of, *rl,ta non nadt tha

nmadlo huntlng and gathcrl.ng cxletcncc of thc Aborlglnr cntl.rcly

l"npoanLblc.

Thcet, thcn, ap thr proplt Dtley Batcs eholr to Gaab through

thc agony of thc dcath of thclr racG. She dcctdcd that tht uruld

rccord thc langurgca nnd custotuc of, thLa racc rhLlu Lt ral yut

poarlbll ta do to. ThLs osattnuod thcrcaftcr to bt hcr bnllo purltottt

cnd ehc aacmpll,ahcd l"t vlth el.ngular auoctca. llnanvtrLhr et tr\tcty

opportunLty ahr vrotc arttclca for EnglLah and Auitrallin n;t'llpapor{!

and nagarl,ln: -;ototl.nca addl.ng to tha uorldrl knoylodgl of hor

rubJcct; rad frcgu{rntly eontrl,butlng oaly to lt* ncrfurion.

Early Ln hcr 6rrrrrrr, for lnetrncGl Bh. nrrda thr f,lat icctl;trtLflr

th6t tha Aborigtnu !firrc cannLbala and thrt thc rnn6n of thr trLbe

frrqucntly tctllcd and atc thclr trrn bnblcr. fh:[r Btatcnant ril.

appar{rntly bard oa thc tcstr.aony trf otrc Aborlgl,nc Yoilanr rtro atatcd

thet .hi hed dona eo, and polntcd to t{rvcf,al othtr runrfl ntarby efid

rald tbat thcy alto had donc so. Ho othtr lnvcntl.gator; then or

latnr1 urt abl. to vcrify thla custotrtr and Dlley uie of,tcn rogdly

orltdclrcd for thle auppoaed slandcr. Yct ehC Etuck to lt, Ln apttc

of thc fnct that fh! yas nqvGr rubecgucntly abls to flnd oortroboratlnE

cvLdcncc.
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In porlnt of fact, her accusatl"on of eannLb*lLen does not sqqarr

rrlth tha vrll.-knorn farally cu6t$ns of tho llborlglnce, for thry arr

parttaularly collcitous of, thslr chd.ldrar. Tru61 thls trtatnrnt l.r

lnorG 6pt tr! bn accordcd tha nralc chlldrcn thafi tht fanallrer but 6vln

thc fennaltt tro 6rrrn to havr thalr uset - 6uGh ds carrylng thc feutty

poeteoeioaa ttron tha trlbs Le on thn !!o\rur aotrkl,ng thc focd and pfo-

vtdlng anrch of lt othat tharr thc ileat.

whcn lt bscano obvloue that thr cattle etatlon vnnturc ra. not to

bc part of thc fulure, Da{ay Bctcr eecured a comlEelon frm thc

gov.rnn6nt of t{cttorn Auctralla to collcct all avtll.abh natcrLcl twr

thc subjcct of, Aborl.glnal languagea end customu. WLth crtcrnLahlng

apeed cho ptrt togethsr an 8OO ptgc racord. HGr 6ucsef6 rrnoluragd

her to put fdrvard the rathar unueual *chemn of etudyl,ng thc Aborl.*

gLnaa by actually llvtng arE{rng thcm.

Ovar !|!ny obJcctLons sha ne gLvan pcrult'sio$ to tBovo to aa

Aborl.ginc rGsatu{t. Many old AborlgLnco - thc laot of thrlr dlffsr-

ant grorlpo - tttrrd l.n th!,s TGTGEVG; and fra the chc vould bo rbh

to takc dsvn vaft storcr of LnforrqatLon brfotr l,t brcanc too lato.

Ttrorcupon rhc aovcd to hcr fLr;t aanpsltc La tht bush. A rguad of

polLccncn ctoorted hor to Haanbar 6tt up hcr tGatr conttructtd a

vlndbrcak rud pronptly lcft. Thcrr rh! rrrs, alonc Ln nn Abcrlglnal

rtacfvcl hurrdmda of nilcs f,ron oLvilLtetlonl currotrndcd by blac'ks.

hrt rht kmr thclr chrtractor. Shc dtd nothl.ng. Inpollcd by curtol'ty1

not by antagonLcnr thGy caa{r closcr. Uhen thqt rtri cloec caoughr rht

cpokr to thm tn thrlr ot*r langnragrl and tnvtttd thcm to Jol,u har lt

e cup of ttn.
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Evcryth{tg chc poes6escd, or narddl vas cantilnGd ln the

fourtrcn-f,oot dr,shct{rr tcnt. tho lLvad not Ln1 but adJacant to,

thc natLvr vl.Ilagrl and ncLthcr shc ntrr th6 bltctt pcoplc Gvcr

wnturad lnto tht othcrs dcanaLn rlthout pcrnLe;Lon. Slorly lha

bccarc tbaLr frl,trnd. Thcy trudtcd htrr told her thcir ;torlrr,

answrcd bEr'qucttl,snc. l{trllc hcr naJor rnl.sel,ur tnoog th6 rd;

to rccord xhrt ahr oould l;ern of tholr languagc and thtlr oulturcl

cho uan n$t evcr;t to uaLng thl.; knorlcdgr for othcr Ftrpo;tt alto;

and uecd thr natrrlrl thcy gavo hcr, ea rull aa thcl.r grrronaL

hiatorlcrl for lnnuncrabla nrgal{nr crt{olGr and ;torira for thr

nGsapaprro rht oanttnu;d to rGprrtcntr $hc llv;d Ln thdr tcnt

f,or sonc lronthtl fLnally l;avlng whan sha frlt sha had collncttd

r+hatsvcr tnforautlo'n tha Aborlglncs tharc coul"d glvc hcr. brt
vtrtlc aho livcd thcra at ldaanba, ln a tcntl doLng har or*n oook{ng

ov€r an opcrr firas ueLng an old packLng cratt fef a tablal rhe bc-

c6mc an author{ty on AborLg{na cu*toNra and cultutc and langruagtp

ovcntually laarnLng *.xnc 16O tanguag{rs and dlalr}ctx,

It uad hsr at Maanba that shr acguLr;d hcr natfvr ilrrrt; by thtch

ahc bacanc lcnorn to runy thoueand; of Abortglacl vtrarcvrr ahc rtnt

thGraaftrr. Bccauee pha not only aalccd thatn nany qucatLons and

bccanc {o nany rays a part of thsi"r }ffal shc rts knotra as thaLr

Orandmothnrr trlhntaver a grcndnothsr would do for thcmr. shc dld.

Thua hcr AborLg{nc nane of 'rKahbarlitr r Srafi&iothcr.
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But vtratavtr the Abor!.glncr rnay hay6 ft!"t abu.rt Kabbarltr tht

govtrnucnt nf, Wtetcrn Austrqlla appaartd ts haW aothlng but

troublc ylth Dal.ey Batcs. thc not only lrota trtl.olec for tha

n6t{r'papGrsr rht uleo rrotG lattnra to tho adl'torl auggcstLng

{.nprov*nnntn Lrr uvsry facet of govmnacnta} rnlatLo'ns rlth thc

Abor!.gLnct. Sh; eought govornnantcl prrrLtlo$s, ilhG dcnandcd to bc

appolntrd to offl.clal csurnl.asLons, rho qucstLontd cll off,Lcl*l

dccleloflp and pollcLw. ln ahort, aha bucano a nuleancn to thm.

So. :ln Octobff, X919, at thc aEc of 56p rha again dnpllrntuttd

her dccict on to eselrt th; Abortglnc Ln hlo paaelnE frw tht

AultralLtn ocenr. Fy ncnr thc raLlvay iCroda thc todthorn part of

thi ao[tlrtat hrd bcca butlt, rrmnLng for nuch of, ltr lcrtgth acro{rt

thc drcadcd llullnrbor Plain. Thk dccolatn end dty country hed botm

a raJor ttrnbll,ng bloclq to AuctrelLan rxplorutlon and drttlopnrntl

and ln cpltc of thc raLlroad coritlnucG to bl aa nrrch a berrlc lr3 i

laountain ft$g;r

Hcr quarttre thLs tl.nc hraf6 rnorrl sulntr)tuou8. 6he had tvo ttrrtt

Lattcad of ouf. ltrso tentr vcro ptrchod not ftr f,tm ffi Aborl.gtnrl

tittlanrn!, llrir G slrur of thc ratlroad. Hrr urtar c.$[a frm ths

supply btought tn by thc railroad f,or thc use of, thc looqotlvsaf

*nd ehc aarrl.td tt up tn hct t(|lrt' Thls wag htr odly uourct of

u.rtlur, ln I lend yhsrc it fregucatly dtd not reln for yoare on lndr

For furnlturr eha tred t vary rLnph bed, c pachLng casc for t tabhl

e drck oheLf I e rslrror, a ttn trtmk, lr nctal ttr& sunk ln thr grormd

to storo hnr bootte , and a coolgardLc caf,cl Ln rttrl,eh slrn could rrtorc
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puishrrbLc* such as butttr. $hC alao had a rorrrolv;r1 uh{eh ahe

kcpt akuy; clooa to har bcd. fhle rrtrolvsr rlrs not for prottct{fi

agalnet thc Aborl.gLnaa, but agai.net ths s$ak('R and ths avfi'pf,catot

d:lngoae .

Thls vas Otldsn. A norc dccolatc place, boraft of any posalblc

charrn, laCkfag 6van thc noet rudlncntarlf cf,caturC coufort;; cauld

not bs Lnagl.ncd. Herr Ls a raLlrond lLna that runs for hundrcda

of n!.lcc tn r p6rfcctly atratght lLnr throuEh 6 trcalcss, tratcrhcrl

Eandy, etffIy dlacrtr Ooldta lras 6 cupply poLnt on thls lLnr. A

amall tt6tlc*r, a *rtpply xarthouatr t ffatar tff*(r I ptlc of rood for

thc raLlroad - nothl.ng morc. Tvo ml.Le,s frqn thi* ccntar of, stvllLr;*

tLcn, Dal.ey Elatee llvcd for a ltrngcr tfunrp than shc staycd ln any

other plaCt. Errery day aha dreesad ae *ho vsluld hrrvo drssgcd {n

London Ln l9O0; wdth hsr whl,ts blol.rno, l*tg ehi.rtr hlgh button ehocs,

and wtrLte glovcs. In th{a coetwng ehc walkod d,orn td thc ral.lruad

watef tank and brought baok hcr eupply of 11atsr nnd thc nitgtf

eupplLc* ehc oouXd g6t fron thc coatpauf €toror

But Kabberll warr hcrt for a purpoclr FLret, rrh. rantcd to hclp

the Abor!.gl,ael raco - God that cannot bn doncl ehrr rcasoncd, $lthilt

hclpLng th; i.rtd;Lvl,dual Aborlgl.nc. Shc btU"avad that rhcr thcy gava

hcr Lnfornatl"sr abtut thunaclvc* and th;|r paoplc and thtLr

cuctoms t|'htch 6hc rrffrted, ohe waa oblLgatcd to gLvo thcB rmrcthlng

j.n rsturn. thie cdaprrnsatl.otr took thi forrlt of svttt€il.d porrLdgnt

chLch ehc apporantly ladl.cd out b5r th€ kgttl6-full. But aha dld
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nor€ than thetr t'ilren thcy v6r€ elclt, eho nuread thenn. Wheir e

rrhola fan{ly carn6 do*rn wtth the neaelne or 6dffi6 other tqually

eer:Lons aJ,ltatnt, eho bro{rght thsn food, rv{pcd thelr f*rvcrnd

brmruf gavG thm ratcr. All of, thle sh{r dld from hor owr frloufoial

ekLnpy aa thcy tr€rc and rupplurantcd only ocoael,onelly btr thc in-

cotnG eht dati,vud from aclll.ng storLGe to ncirepnptra and negaeLnta

and by gi,ftr frsn f,rlende.

All of thc tlno ehe carfLcd on a runn:lng fatrd vlth. uhc gov€fn!06il1t -

vtrath*r thls vas thn st6tG govarffrent or thn govermcnt of Auatrrllt.

Probably n$t a vtak paeacd th6t tha propla ln Adalaldc or Frrth did

not heer frenr her. Sho ee anoctrragJ.ng thc Abor{glnce to look to

the gdvsrr{rtiat for hclp - but 1t wae govsr'rlircmt poltcy to help tttG

fcnd for thseaeelvr*, tr b*cone salf,-eufflcl.ent {n tho ndfi$cr of tttt

titrlts sottler. Fossl.bly lt tta* off{clally f*rg*ttcn thrt for uaay

thoueanda of yaaf,e the AborLglna had bcen cnt{rely aalf-cuffLcLeot

and had gottcn along pcrfaetly usll, and that Lt vua wtly rtrcn thc

vhlta ccttlnr aGfic thnt thc ilantrar of lLvlng trhlch thi Aborl.gtnc

had rcorktd out baemc Lnpo;*Lbla.

Pacplc rho hava navcr knor*n any llfa othaf thiln huntlng tnd

gathcrlng, who have no pcrnancnt honc, tlho h*va no nc;d for any

klnd of pcaalssiono, rrtreoc lnnguaga dops tot oven lncludc aay trord*

that arc ths uqu{valcnt of nunbarc, wtra hcvs no nccd to 6€unt1 wtro

hcva novcr hrd any rncdlum of crchangc breauna thcy had nothLng to

cxchangrr f,tnd tt dtf,ftcult to adJunt ovcrrrl.ght ta e olv!,llsatLan

cush ta that brought ftrn Ehgl,and to AuatralLn Lr thn ainrtc*nth

contury.
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For those people, the easlest ray ts achi"ove th€ necseeLti.ee of

ll-fe tlae to as*k for them frotq the people on the trains that etopptd

at Ooldea, Iu other *ordt, thay bac*me b*ggaral ond the govcrnt[Gtlt

of Au*tral,fa, boi.ng compoond of Auatrall.an* t{} nhdh begglng rrat aLn*

ply an outrage, uao dcterrnlncd to put s 6top to :[t. $o Dalay Batrtl

in taktn$ up thc cudg*ls for the Aborlglne*s nleo bscamo an off,lel'nl

outcast. Yet the govcrnnstrt had to tr*ad car6fullyr for DaLay BatH

166 6n acknor{crlgad author!.ty1 rra6 6 popular folk hero, had Lrnuoocr

:lnfluurca, and could not cuu!.ly be grr,rt off .

Shc was g1"6ttcd r*crrmly, ln porrl6n, r*hwrcv6r ehr alryCqrUd at I

esat of governnantr uas g.tven much rac*6nltl.on, but had no lnfluancn

r's*rstsoovsrr cfl.rld pecurc rte, gtlvernl*etrrt *pp'ol-ntnrente atld any requast

vhtch born her n*m* FER practlcally autcnrwtlcally rcfuaad' DaLay

Batec put nuch st6re' by appsararrcas - ss wltnoss her c(}stuln€ 6vGn

in the deeef,t - and {t rras thcrefore a pertlculnrly onccmraglng

evsrit bhan, ln recagrnltlon of her acconptlshment:x ln asafmllatl'ng

tha languagc and eustoras of tht AborLg{ne.s ead for vhat ehs had

dona fof thellt, aha trur, :[n 1934, lncluded orrr th6 lfcv Ysara Hanouft

Llet and trratdod ths Clrder of, Cmunnndor of tha Erltlsh llnpLrn' In

cne 6trcikc all r*u* Juat{fLrd, hcr anoaioa confaundcd and hcr laborc

rcrardcd.

But Lt ryas not to tre. On the Btrcngth af tror nan-fourtd honors

and :tnflufiicqt Da:L*y atteftpt{td to [tr66suro the govcrnm€nt I'nto

backlng hrr to th$ aztent of El fJrant of ITOCCI parncle Far y€ar

to put her volrrrajLnoua rnat*Lale Ln ofdcr and ta publteh natcrlal

tyn the languugae 1 custcllne and hLatory (as told by thcn) of, thtt

Abor!.gl,nao. Tha gtvcrnntnt vac pollta and urbsraaardr but fLra.
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No grant w forthealng. Eho rar gtLll ltvtng i.a hrr tcnta l,u

Oaldra, ind h{r prl,ctlccr nrtcrlel rnrs etorcd lr hcr tln trunkc.

Shl vrotl to prlnc nlnlrtcre , to dcpartarnt hteds, to rnyonq nhmr

n6nr uppanrud in prlnt and rho alght hclp.

Sol dtrpd.rlng of any assLrtancc frcn th; gowrflilrmt1 ohc

accaptcd un offrr fron thr Ad;lal"dc $dygttttgf. lt urf, i blttcr
ptll for htr to rvnllou, trut Lt rcaultod l.n thr pubtlcatloo of

hcr onc and oul.y full-lcrngth book - lE? tlpJlfnf,,pf,.,tbq.SE9t{g$nr.
It vag ftmt publlehcd ln 1936 rfrdlt thc author rrnr ctlll ltvtnE

ln hor trnt ln ooldor - 6fid roon bacm* r bcst nrllcr Ln &rropc.

Flnally, at thc agn of 731 aftcr 16 yrenr lr thr drenrt, rhr
kft hrr ttnt Lt Ooldra and novcd to Adclridrr Stttt rnerl,ng hcr

tutrt-of-tha-euttury Lmdou clothoa, rhc slftrd frm htr olub to
thr offlnco af thi AdvGrqtqrTr paytng n€ attanttroa to thr traffl.o
llghte or thi horna of notorl.sta. Although rot by any nerrna

afflucntr ehr dld hava a llttlq Eonry ln thr bankr and tha prorp;ct

of norn frem thc ealc of hrr artl"elcc and hcr bdd(.

Shc porl.tl,voly radlatcd incrfl)rr Shr slhod tn cll rtrthtr,
rrJol,cl.ag i.n thc ratn to utrich chc had bottsnr co;llrtrly ua-

rccuotoncd aud vtrich ahe cnJoycd to thtr full;st. Hcr oortuan,

rhtch natry proph nl,ght havc thought out of placrl tht mEardad

tc a aouroc of {i,rtlnctLsr. As ahc raldl thr hnd lhttchcd bcr

arrtorLtl rugm to Qucan Aluendrafil rrnd sould sca no rraa<rn to

tnhitch l.tr Ercldael thLr hclpcd to dr*v attcntianl and hrr od-
pGrsatiott lay Ln rccogiltl.on.

Shn cantl,nucd hlrr runnJ,ng battlc rlth tha govtlfanGrrt, reking
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4OO poundt p;r yGar for trrr yGats to put htr *otcu ln ordtr.

AIao, rhc *lntrd an offLcr and a cGGrctrtyr ?hr govcrnaolt had

ottrar ldrac, uchl"ng hcr to acocpt the help of t eollaboratdar

Aftcr nuch haggll.ng end nany bLttcr lctttrt, uht flnally icocpttd

thc of,f,l.cc and thc *ncrctaryr btrt no etipnnd ur* offlrtdr and

rhr rsfuatd thr collaborrtorr Flnallyr though; thrr Hif, prreuadtd

to rccc[rt thr prtnct]y sun of tno poundr per xrr*r to ktop htr

fron atarvi.ngr

Sol Ln lES6, tt flr agr rhra no;t pcoplt rtght b. lodnhe f,ot

e ccnfortabh noolt ln a vrll-hcatd bul.tdtngl Da!.ry Bet:r r.tufad

to hcr trut l!.fa. But thl.t rat only a rathcr rhsrt ttafl for

rdttrtn tu.tr y.us thr roynltloa fron tho Auetrall.an cdltLon of, h;r
b,trok bogu to 6oil. ln, ao Ehc nowd back to thr ftrarn Adtlridr
Club Ln AdrlaLdt.

At laatl i.n l$to hcr rork of cmpllLng thr volraral.nout ndt.r

rar coaplotrd, Honor; troy bcgan to c6dt har rlrly ln lnortrrlng

vrlun;. Shr utl rccognlrod, end tLcrrrtsrd. $hr w LtvLttd to

Canbure to y{tnrsr; thc donat{sr of hnr ttft rrrrkr th6 hcny folloc

ot notc6, ttrr rndlcee bolce of dogunoatcr to ttrs rrchLvcc of thr

natLonal libtety. Olory agaln vrE hcrr * flcrtlngly - but shr sr

alonc to rocet'vl lt. Hu;band Jaclc uaa norr prcatutd to br dcadl

soo Ardold rsa nst prc8firt, nof sara any grrrrdehLldrcn * atrd nolt
portlcularly no AbotlgLncs tuc at thc c:rr6uony. Only Dal,ry, Ln

hsr ahl.rtrulat drrue rdth th; Iong akJ.rtal rrtrltc glcvts aud hl.gh*

buttoa rhoGrr
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Thtp ras thG undoubtcd hlgh potnt trf,

thc nadrGntr stafidtag to rrgal tttGntlon

for poetcrLty.

8o Dal.cy Bct*a rndtd hcr llfc
f,or an occac:!.oaal gardcn prrty at

out aE thc local calabrlty.

hcr llfrp rnd *ho tagorcd

as hct n6rk sae il$hrLnrd

ln a c6mva16t66nt houa. Shc urarErd

Oovaranntnt ll$ut;r to bc poLntrd

Aftcr tttl.e oll"nax, DaLay Batcu bccatc Juat iilothcr old raoun.

Shc apcnt ocnaatooal nhort lntorludos J.n th6 houpltel or Ln a

nureLng hornt of, stsylng vLth frlrrnde t*ro kn+t end undcrstood har.

On orts occas{ofl ehrr avsn flounca'd out of a horpltalr got trn a bue

and rodc 4OO rrtlor to atoy at a euall coutrtry hotcl. Onci aorrlt

l,n yct anothlr attGilpt tD prceaura tha govcrillsnt, .hc crlin fa-

turnsd to bor tcnt llfa ln th. d6cGrt. Dut het ttay thl.s last

tlnc rrar thort * rrt thc agc of 88 ttnt lLft loatlr lt6 cppral ar

r prrilrnrnt rry of lif,r. BvGn hcr f,rltndl thc ADorl.glnct no loaglr

rcoogmlttd KEbbarll.

$hc dltd tt ls$l .t thc agr of, 88, aud rs burltd tn I latgc

c{ilrttry Ln AdelaLdo. Svsn ln thl,a aha unr th}urtcd, for lhc

had ptckod tha s:[tc of htr grav6 at Ooldoa boalda olght Aborl.glncc

vtrors cha had burlcd tharc. At hsr f,unoral clrrt grendcon ttpra;ttttd

hcr rhltc fcral,ly - 6ild not a al,nglc Aborlgtnc rcprarintcd tht blaalc

fanlly eho hsd krrom and lovtd so long.
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It var a rcnarlqabla aLllancc bttwsan DaL;y tsator and thc Last of

tha AborigLncer It rlar madn posaLblo ln largc il66rura by thc fast

thet nc{thcr crpcctcd lt - and nal,thct txptctrd euything frora lt.
Hcr bca:[6 c;aus{rtl.rrn1 of couruc, turnad o{rt t$ bc rtwrgl but that

in no ury datract$ fr6 hrr aoccrplLchrrntc. Eiltt *rl1r tbc rtc6

llvas on1 eorrtr'rry to hcr GxpGctrtlousl ltr habLte end curtori
trt rccorddd by Dalay Futcc havc dLaeppoated, rrdn Lupoertblc by a

cl.vllLglrtlqr thit crafiot lcevc Gpaci for thr lrt"ud of llf,t thry knrr.


