
.dcme Qf ilire t,ra.ve

T}c Cnlcaqc' i-,i-i-e:',';:-i:1. Ci-.rl h;--LE, j-n -its IC5 l:;'€G::s, trea :_i83,

r,r-:r,-,i.r.:r'r':' v'n'i-, ail of ihern jet-seiti-ng tr:stc-rnaJlc::s, i:ut. ali abieri!!.r !(JJ\/ ! rj * I t{, L

tc .read, ii,cst. tc oi;se:lrze , nanv to reascii, ancJ scme to crea.te"

Hcr.,' naire their ci:csen to li.ve? .9i.d the seti-sfaction of their

nestir:g ur?*es ::elat.e t.c papers l,ea::d o.i: meiribers met on liondalr

eveni-ng1s? Dic] ileas here e);presseC contrj-i:ute to the a::chitectural

renoissanc€ irr rqhich Chj-ceEc 1=or so rnani/ years l-ed. the worii?.

The sear:ch fo: ans\ders to tlie-.re questions i-s sirrpiified i:y the

fa:ct:hat Cl.u]-'?apei"s ci- the ear:lj.er years have kr€:€i] l-ostr 'thougl:
'cjt-lers i.lurvj-vr: :Ln the :irinr:te s. Thus one's cur-i-os'ity i-s prc:ued

anll- tl-ie rninc 1s stirnula"i:ed, but nn'l. clu-tte-::ec1 i;y ccnteir; or

r-esi-::ai.ned. bv fi:ct.

-'fi t1"ie folior.,'rng tlties anci clates are, I LieJ-ieve, correc'c.

Tire neiirres I wili drol: ei:e fan-i liar as ttrey br:ionE t,o past nerii:e::s.

This slioukl nc mcre cause salivati.on than indicatinq non*meru:er:s
-by tu;ninE thurifus doi^rn shoul.d excite pity-

Tn contrast to the r'aiher fulsome i.escription of the tr1ace

Pomiridcu j-n traris as a "cl:eati\re, mul-tinedia, krrretlc, cross-

cultural p::esentation" inf iCeaL ai concise architectural criticisn

can1.e from the r,;idoir' of our fortieth presiCent. i'fhen she askeC to

see my first house r tol-d her it could be id"entif,ied by its

reser,rbl-ance to a chicken coop. Presently she telephoned to saJ-

that she had. seen it and made this recr*uest: "Please, never

refer to ii agaj-n as a. ch:clien coop - ii's so bj-tteriy true."



illrc i;ie'ci..oni:l ?::'iist fo::' il.rsto::i.c I?ress,l:\raticri ii,entifies
t:;.irt i-ri rLt: s'i-r,, le:-r oil archi-t.eci-urc ::.inp;:nt oit€ rn--LEht ;:ieicst

ser.:i i:i-:,ier.ric in th': Unj-tr:d. ::ta.ieci and t,,j.:i s cioes i:ot 'inciucle

su.l:*-specles suc.r as "i?i:ovincia.l Cclonialrr or 'rLouis )(]-II

i.ar:ch" i^lj-th v;hich i"eai";ors have enriched their argot whi l-e

roJ:-nj-ng our comfcrtable stylistic cliches of fteaning. Si-r

liiiioiaus Pevsner, -crcbably the foremost chronicler and currentllr

the uiiirnate ai:-crter af architectural- tristory, asserts that

"the Gcthic styJ-e j-n Europe i,;as the last totallv oriEinal sty,le

icr near3-y iour jrundr^-o years. Only the so-calleci Tnternational

i.iode::n of the earl-1r i.-.rr,:ntietli centutrf l{d.s as i-ndependent of -,ire

pa*<t.." In exanrinir:g so,irle of 'che first syil'ptor,rs of a::chj-tectural-

ir:deFgnderfce, I p.':opcse to co:rside:: Chicago arcirj-tectut:e as:

AcJ,aptir;'e, Ixui:er-ant, frnpeccal--rJ-e o:: innovative.

On iiay 19iti:, 18?9 .John Cre::ar uas to hanre eciited and read

anrrinformal" at the Cl.ui:. ifo doubt he rqas rnciisposeci for ln his

stead. r;h'i s rr,ras donr: l:y Eryan Leth::op. Si nce nei.ther minutes nor

club tristorlr tell us v:hat constituted an infornal, speculation

as to its contents is made futii-e i:y the variety ef I'ir. Lattrrop's

interests and. tne breaCtn of his background. liis r.rife was a

beauty rqho read greek before Cinner parties to c,uiet her nerves.

Their famill' connections were distinguisired. His fj-nancial .

acutnen was a9 notable as his integrity. He was a founder and

first presiCent of the Chicago S1,::nphony Orchestra and. gave his

remarkabl-e collection of l,vtristler etchings to the Art Institute.

Clearly, only the foremost cl-assicis;t in America could create



ttre: i:e ::ieci aeor=qia;l tcwi--iinus:: fo:: such ai f;ini iy, v;no slri:nrc

s1.:::i :-rg rn the i:: vi l.:-a 1n il j-escle anC L;ijnii:ic:s j n i'iairre. Ch;.i::ies

l'oiie:: i.icr(jiii of, l'ler.; Y.crii., j-is-teci bv Thonias Talmacqe as one eJ:

ihe in,ncrtais of ai-neri-can a::cliiteciure, along r,tith Thomas

Jeffe::son, Eenja-min Latrobe, H. H. i:iichardson and Louis

Sull-ir,'an/ lr,ras a:t 'che tine designj-ng the i'.qr,'culture Build.inE

of the 1893 I'rorli's Fair anC had alreadv beccme kncvtn for
creatinE the mcst elegant clubs and mansions of iier^r Yo:k and

lderr'pori. For the Lathrcps he desrqned. an unosLentatious house

of l-reauty ancl corafort, perfectly suJ-ted to their taste and to

its surround-ings, daring to be cifferent nct onll' l=rom iri s pre-

v-ious !.'cl:]-, i:ut, =l:s;1rs ali, f::orn the prevailing fastrion no

tu::rets, riL) ca.-ryatj-ds:, no st.air.eri. g.lass 3'ust the iripeccai:Ie

proport.icns whicn make it a landiira::k. ?,nC thatts the way tlie

I'oi:tniEhtly .i<-eeps it t,oday.

'l.ilii l-e the senicr pa::tne:: of l.icKim, i:.!ead & !{leite created

sucir perfection on Eellevue PIece, the junior partner, S-.*anford.

!,thite, desie;nei. an eleqantly actaptive house on Eurton Place.

V.1:ite, iror.iever, gained immortality not ir1' 6."t*n but by Cesigns

on Evelyn I'{esbitt. In 1906, on the roof of his own creation,

I'{aCison Sc.uare Gar<len, he vlas shot by liarr:y }<. Thau, her

jealous protector. The most devastatj-ng of architectural

criticisms j-s sti11 consiCered to i:e, "Thaw shot the vrrong

architect. "
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t{illiarn Fred.erick Poole, a founder of this C}ub and first
Iibrarian of bcth :he Chicago Public Library anC the tlewberry

Library, reaC a paper on November Llth, L878 entitled "The

Missi-on and I'unction oi Public Libraries-" l,Ihat guidelines

diC he lay dorvn and, l.vere they follo'oled rvhen t{enry Ives Cobb

Cesigned the l{ewber:r}/ Lfbrary in i-39i., the same vear in rv}r!c}r

he joined the Clul:?

Cobb, a taienteC and j-nclustrious Bostcnian, r'ras educat.ed"

at i'4" f. T., llarr,'ard, anC an abl:revierted grand. tor"r:: of :Jurcpe.

At ihe age of twent','-rhree, tc his 3:::at surprise, ire'son a

coniperitj-on for tle design of the Union CIub in Ciricagc. To

everyone else's surpris=, ir= left his job '.vill-r !,oston's top-

d]:a=,*ez' Peai:cCir & Ste.:rns aiC a-c':,.:a)-,1;r ven'cur-e,i 'rv€St o.[ tjre

Eucison tc e-:<ecu'L= ti:e nel, llr lton ccmiiii-ssion. ;-!s it ha.cpenr3do

Potter Pak-ier, a menbei: of the Union Ci-i:l: ;,;jro had emig:'.:t:d

from i'lew fngland sone years earli:r, i.ras th=n ievel-oping iris

e-xtensive real estate irolilings on the near: nori:.ir siCe. .1't the

sane iirne hls r,vj-fe was develo*cing her e:<tensiv: hoiCinqs in

Chicago society" Prairj-e Avenue air:aCir i:ad i'Ls laadersu sc '*'rhat

coulC l:etter esia.olish a 'terri"to;-r aI ii;tperati v; nore than e

castle on Lake Sho:-e Dri ve i,o'irrch at ihe sane tirn= i.erncnsl.rete'j

the ro.;es'tig= accor#an_ving "i:ire purchasa of neighborinE l-ots"

:!-i - :) r-
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such e;{cesses as the -ri.oyal Pavil-ion aL Erigirton and ScJ:loss

Neuschwannslein i n Barraria rve:e the ma:vels of the photogra*oh

albums disptayed on marble-'toppeC tabies in the most fashionable

parlors. Smatl wond.er, tnen, 'that the ad.iiition of a conserva-

torir cn on3 sld.e, a Dorte-cochera on the other and plate gl-ass

r.vindcr.ls in bet,,'reen rnade a lvelsir stronghold. into a pregnai:le

urban fantasy. A conteiiporaneous eccount of the Elories of i-ts

intericr in Shel-don's "Cot:.nt;r Seats" 'jesc::ibes l'1rs. Palrne::'s l:ed*

room as follolrts: ";:r1l the lroccrl.rork of ti:is ;slrlitotuous apa::tmen't. is

in ebony aird gol-C, ?he ivail spaces ar:e pai-nteci in oil aft*r

i"ico::-i s}. des-Lqns- Tlle ceiJ-ing is carved anC en:i.::e l1r c-F wood; tir.l

vJindo-.rs ai-€ lik,= -L?rose i;r the paiace at Cairo, il.:ing enii::el1i of

lat.t:-ce -rjcrji.,':t i-ne'i:ct cf the'..;j-nciclv; is a I;o('rrish "i::ci-t of ei;i:ny

anC iri the a.rcjr catl-lei.|::a1 g'La.ss:ir':liff,:i:ent snelCl=s of o'?'''rlE-

anC le;nc.i-r. The sr:tteas anC- ciraii's ar? cc':ereC'*iti: Sny:r.la .l:uEs;

-t-lr:r o-n::l lac] r,iainscot as of ,*.tood cUt into geometi:ical- d.esir;rrs

and the chan,Jeliei's to natch are of gctd anci garni:t glass*" I am

'tol-d c}aL the iiverl-eigl-: sisters provid,eC a less distracting mise-

an - 
qar.=?]a

he ber:anne s,Jcc3ssful-, Cc-?;bts Ces'i gns becarna Iess ex-

enC rlor,,e co;::ectJ-1r a,'iaptirre a ropan3s{u: i'{e-'vi:':::r'7

-, .l-rr.-rn'* n'-:t ,'-F 1nrF :, ni--g ri Ca-r- li;lf':;i.lS '',f'.-f i:::.::Ci f :-r:
, <z l.-(;'iU.-- J:\ "--L-'*ii!;: r L

l-a's Fa.i::, :h* even nor';: cl-ass:i-c.i1. !'e'ie:';rl- 3uiici"ing ;ln:i

i-lc:. ::l:]: tltar r:r-ig: it,:ii gua'jr;lnrJJ-:3s cf ';1-,:: TJii'L';:rsi'i-;i oi

. I{j-s ciien:- :n'i:,]'re !::-i:c,::r ;::rj ec.i. .,i-,'l-li;Ln ;iarl;7

j,:-,-l:.:ci "lr',: Cig:; i:lS C:.,;ic;ir; '!\rili:(: evo L-.i-i:::i - "J:ir* p"i-cE'l-iris

l=

r r'lrq> .^; n i
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lcst iii
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then digging into the col-lation r,vhiLe conciucinE that copies

of engli sh gothic randmarks might prod.uce schorars j-n the

cosmopolitan molc of cxford dons rather than cisputatious
activrsis lilce Abelard, or liberated coed.s }ike Eroise.

Of the <3reat ninet.eenth century enEineers - Paxton, Eiffei-,
Roebiing, Eac-Ls oniy itil-Iiam LeBaron Jenne3z coul,j trave incl_ud-

eci any sort of eclucaticn in iris i:esume. SnqllneerinE studies at
,'{afirard anc ir: Pari s, rvith sur,ner jr:lcs in the south s3as on his
F=lr^--l- .'-L-^-l.-^^ -:-.'jj-.jtird! 's; -vvnelers pre ced*ci an extendeC stirit in the ai:iny enginr:er

corps ciurj-ng:ha civii';,iar, tiscna:'ge,c r,.lrth ih: ranl< of major,

he ope;recl ein ar-chitectur-al of:f.i-ce in Chicago ",.rhi:h l-:ecan; 'Ll-le

trai-ni n; u:oiin,i. of our fct'eiaost a::chiLects Sul l-i,,'a:r, liolani::C,

;'.cchi:, l:1;;t-tt.lit, -lco:, S'i1a',,1 , ::1- al-. ,i.i-:*-n r i:.; c:' .leiin:iz j cirr:d

cur Cl-ul: in l-,i78, tire telepi-rcne had. jusi: b*en j,nvented.. sirortl1z

foil-cwe,i sy incandescant i;ull:s and cias str*et' I.ii.i*3.;. lilnen he re-

siqn::C rn i-896 tne Ciur hac1, for the onl,z trm:, i-ee-ched. j-'Ls fuil

con;)lelner:t cf 250 mernl;ers, The pa"o:r l:e read on Oci:clc:_r z]1;n, 1'a9C

must i:ave been eit?rer an iristoric or a rrrojli-lecic iocunen.L. I-ts

titie *-as ''j\n .ige oi Steel" anrl oni.,r five yeers earlier he haC

d.esiEnei i:he firsc sE3:I-f;:arna,;i 5k-y-scraper, tire ::or:.e Insurar:ce

3uil,Jii:q. A far'; TcarJ ia-u:r li= join:c-1. his ii::n:-:r dr:-itrr,rirn, Dar:i -)-

?u;-ilha;L, ia t--,at qrcir.; ejsrrsilir cj: cfassic:i---.n, i-l:: ,icr'ri.'i iai::,

ancl. ne::e:: c;i-ri anoi:ir:;: i-i:novl1:iv:: l,-ruiiriing* Tlrose :rno :11:qlu: thrt

it ',,i=s riie el-e-.r.rir:; :::t;he:' r".hai:i th..: gj:eel-

sl<'i.-.'-jci:;-rj].*r.:: r:cssibl-=',.;i.-'l-I b-, '-, l-J'r, lc l'-nc',,r

'.,'-,:----,i rJ..,'.;-] rl-. r,

'ihe f -i::sr

I v'.,,r,:
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practical passenqer elevator - trydraulic, of course, was

install-ed in i3urley & Co.rs i"Iest Lalce Street store. |Ieed. I

remind. you that Clarence Burley 1^ras our twenty-ninth president?

i4any alumnl of ifajor Jenney's office read perceptive

papers tc us rtttough not'aI} as senninal as our seven hunCred.

and sixly*seconC, read at the meeting of Decerlber 14th, 1995

uhich i'ras called to order by General Gecrge ri" Smj.th. Among

the fifty-nine raen.,bers present, vrere Cyrus i-lcCormick, Lorsd.o Taft,

I- Ii. PonC, 'rlalter L. Fish.er, ft'rrght Perlcins and Louj.s Sul-Iivan.

Secretarlr Gooiiin -recorded that Daniel- i-IuCson Eurnha:n z'ead a

pa,ocr eatitlecl 'rThe Lal<e !r'on't" i:eing, os the minuies say,

I'an oulline of a p]-an for its i-;rprovernent anC beautificatinn,

iil-usLrerteci iry dra.,ri::gs anrJ. sterecpticon.I' T'ois turn*'l cut 'to

be a sneal< pi-errie--,r of the Chrcago Plan which he.,'Jas io unveil

befcre the Cl-ricago Cornr,ei'ciaj- Clu:: on the i6r!1s',",7i ng i4arch 271h.

Cf ihe coiruaiitee forineC to put the plan into eFfect a maj,ority

consisted, of course, of our club*nates.

Some ]zears earlier, in organlzLa.q ttre ',forl-d's Fair, he haC

exhcrtecl his fellorv architec-ts to "l4alie nc little pl-ans. They

harze no po-lart,o stir rilen's i:Ioo.L an,j prol:ably themselves r'+iIl

not be realj-2ed"... Lec yorir i{atchrrori };e Order anil Your l;eaccn

!eau--1r. " -In fact., h:s ,,.;a;ci:,,'rc::.1 i.;als Or-:e.ri, as iu aro=si.:a1., a:id

hi:; l:eacon 'ras ;he east:r'n esLal.:"1-ish::.iani, a::; :-n gi-r:r::di.aiis o:f

c;: t"no'ic:l r -
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By contrast, his partner, iohn 'i,Iellborn Rcot, lras Cescribed

by his sister-in-1aw, Harrj-et l,lonroei as "Too original in his
orvn artistic conceptj-ons to form a stlzle baseC on the work of

any other architect. " The partnership of Eurnham anC R.cot ,

formed of a master organizer and a gifte,l artisL r'rho ',vorked in
perfect i'rarmony, rthough vriLle cl.iametrica3-ly opposed .ohilosophies,

unCerstand^airly fil-ied all m1r categories at differ:nt tj-mes. ?he

Iionadnocl< Bui lriing is certainl-y as impecca?.:ie in t.tre uade::statel

e-Iegance of ibs iorrn as the Rookery is e:<uberant with arcnes,

columns, balconies ailcl spiral stairs. 7ir-tt:al-iy ali of the firm's

27 hcuses (20 of them for fetlo,rr rnernl:ers of tlers Ctub)'i^,ere

adaptive in clesign a:i ti-te conqu3rors of tire prairie found

securii.y in instani: bacii.;::ound, and 'L.ire tra,cirinqs of .an ol-i.e::

cul-tu::e. Eut "innovab.rve" arc'hitectu;:: best "lescri;:es the vtorl--

pro'Sr-rc=C whr le P,oot l,'Jas al-ive.

Cne e'vening in i3E1 Joirn Loct met O',ven.\ldj.s at a par'i:y.

Althcr:g}^ both nren had been members cf th: Li terary Club io.r five

years, their conversatron that evening must have cenented a l^;arm

friendship for tlee ne;rt nrorning Aldrs connrissioned P,oot to d.esign

the G;:ani-ris Elc:cii, later transformeC b-E Eurnhan into the

IlI-incis Trust 6: 5a.ri-ngs Ba-nK a LruilCing whose finai EJ-c:t

r^ras i:-i.-;= cras'it a:i.-i iinoiation af. a b-r-i-inp t n its l:a:riring flcor'"

;]:oi rn-i

. ^l --i., 
-i),'!=i! r:!..1 .r

=eri.::l :le::r ani

i.:.l-I :h.r'i:,:i.rr:g:c:

,:e'a.i- e:ta;:
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for tireir venture capital. In tel-11n9 then of the d.esigner

of the buil-cting they v/ere financing, Aldis r,rroterrRoot is a

genius and has more good. sense than one usually encounters in
an artistic temperment." Did the bold innovations of his
desJ-gns and construclion Cetails stem rrorn his fattrerrs
d.aring as a i:Iocl'.ade runner j-n the Civil:.{a-r or, 1:er}raps,

from his own e:<perience at fourteen in being run throughr the

siege of Atl-anta to go to sci:ool- in InElancl?

In tnis countrlz, iroot legan his a::chit.ecturaL training

in the i{e','i York of€ice of Jarnes ?.enwic};, creator of 5t. i:atricl-,rs

Cathedrale, the Sni thsonian instj-tuti on, and Clicago ' s Seci:nit

Fresb,uterian Church, but jre soon f,:1t tjrat'Lne action r.vas j-n

Chicaqc a::c.i sr,ritcheC tc r'l.ajo.r- Jenney'; offic,,:, i.lher-e h:: mel

;. u-! !11!qtl -

Befors i'he G::anni.s Elocl< -;as finished" :he "rrcthe::s Flrcoks.

througn Oi'ten "rlciis. con.inissioned Eurnham ri .(oot t.o desiEn t'ire

," l4ontaul-" Bui-Idinq io l:e i:url-t as soon a.s, but noi, untj.L, a tenant

could. be found. i'lo -croi-rlern, ihey ieased. enougi: slface €hem.selves

for the staff which hope',J.-for i:usinass ni-ght recluire, a naneuver

of l-ess than usuai risk sincc Burnha.r-n hacl rnarried the orr:-y

d,augirt=.r of tris first and richest cli=nt.

The 'i:.:n*sioreli i"1.on'L,.:t|t bu:-l-ct-in.j '..j:s t'.r ,:l:, :ha C'.'t:re::s

cn.r-'i;:-i ,:.''l ', j:O;. USe anii nCl fOf C::;raV:ent. it; :ea:.'"3r,r r.,;1ll- l:e :Ln_)Y-,-:--.!u+, 'r,r-.rrri-^ r:J

i'r.i ..i:ll-:r-l:.lLLon t--c -i-1"; 1-1:i:. t' .l is inn,:vei;i-cns in,:-i irri='J il:.i-:tin,l
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raft foundalions, fireproofing in+;erior cclumns, conti nuing

the building operation through-out tne winter, and the frugality

of its plurnbing. R.ool's doubts about the builCing's artistic

success were expressed. in a conversation he reported having

with a subsequent. client r.rhc asked to irave the rnost beautiful

building in Chj-cago but \i/as tormented, by one reser"/ation:"14r.

Root", he said, I'I like most of your ?rr.rildings j-mmensely, but I
Co not l-ike the t'Iontauk. " ilnereupon Root clapped. him on the

bacl<- and. saicl, "!ly clear sir, whc j-n trelt cloes?" i{is a::tistic

conc*rns were well e-'rprei:is€,f in the titles of the papers he

found. time to read to us in his short, }:ut franticall.y creativ'e

Iife; I'The Art of ,+bscract CoLor'", "Idealism ancl f"e;i.]ism in Artr',

"Eroad i\rt Cri'ticisn" an "*,^ Great Architect',r::al Frcbiem*"

Jot.n iicot aiect suCdenly a't. tire aEe of ,'orty-cne" *yiears

later Louis Sul-Iivan lErote: "John j?.oct hari. it in hira to be

great, a.s tsurnham had it in l-iim to be big."

The iirst big house vhich Louis Sullivan designed ',ras 'ti:e

ieome of one of our iA74 menb=rs, Jr:hn EorC:n, Ii is remari<a]:ie

chiefllz for its aiaptive stlrle a style which Sullivan ialer

abhored wittr such ferocious prcli:<it11-.

"Can Architectui'e Recorne ilgain a Livj-ng r-rr{:?" wes as}i.ed b-y

Lou:-s Suj-iivi::r aJ th: titl-e oi: i:is -:ap*ra-t our ine3ting o-E

,e.et;t3er 23::il, 1395 an'i i:ril-l-ia:r:iir .eiLs-"t.;re': i-n :h:: rnc;t r.-i s*

ting':-Ls?l=d of Cirlc,:.,9o's i,-+nilnar:l(s" rlnr--j-ousi1', ite jcin:C the

iiter+1.;1 CiLrl-' in i.j:J5, tn: -7: 'lr: h:: 3:lti Jan;j.na:' -'.j:--:r' "c:c;:'.r
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planning ttre Auditorium, rvhicir many ccnsiCer to lf,e his master-

piece, and tre resigned in 1901 just after completing the Ca;'son,

Pirie Scott store which rnany others consider tc be tris rnaster,oiece.

Condi-t calls i'c the "climax of the heroic age of the Chicago

SchoolofarChiteCture.''A}thoug}r.Ad'1erand5uIlrvanconlri*

buted littte of importance to Chicago architecture before Dr

after l?rese two i:uild.lngs, the years iretrveen saw an out*-pouring

of beauty and. innovaticn, the blessi.nEs of ''.^ihicii we are still

cou.nting today- Thei.r' ,\uditorium !s" I bel:i.eve, one of tLrose

bu'i iiiings, rare in Lhe i;o.rll ancl uni,qr:e in CniciLgcr the ,:eauty

of whicli ahvays eqr"rals anC of'ten exceeds that of anrTii:ing

p;:oCuced or iiisplayed. iie it, To ensllr* ihe perf""t:.1. *.f i

acousi-,Lcs a. -tenlporary theatre seatin; sl,.l -i:ircli.:.3..itil i.*as l:':.i.

the oli il:<position liall anri. rise* ir:r ruo )rears'r..:ith el/ei:v

possil:le L:/pa of perf ormance - 'Io a.:'.apt the j*ud.itr::::-urn to -tir*

greaLesi varieiir oi uses, secticns oi the ceiiing it*re hinge.i,

to clos.l off 'bhe galie;'i=s fc:: ino::e intima'l-e pe::formances ivhile

sections of th= stage can rise or sink on hyfi;3ul,ic lifts to

provide .settings approg:riate Eo massed. choirs ar glimpses of

ttre inierno. Overlaid uith ha::ci.uoo,i. panel-s the stage was the

scsne o.[ ball-s fo:: eight thor,isat:d d.ancers wh'rch, no ior-rbt, put

a st::ain on -i-:s air*conc-ri-t.1onl-ng - tne::i::it c-'/ei-:-nsial-le,f in

= 
., lilt i_ T:

-i n Lirc S:-.cc:l E:<,:ir.r;:ge Fl r:i

;nal<; w*.v fr::: a).:;ril:cci;..::= t.:ai:
'- .. -,n:,.r --., .: j --.:iC_r-.;:l-l_.r,r 5uan;";:.r-r_;:Ji:.-.. -''.|'.-: .'.J

L,S

it in

ci-e,,;t ::r.; ;,::r_l rc

;{. /-Itr_}L .. 1;:.:''-

c.r'. JI-g -i- ;- lv a\ 5

ri a:r

* -t"
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topped. out * Ad.l-er had d.esigned ttre first hardpan caissons

rvhj-le sullivan devel-oped the "chicago -r,Iind.or+'t to say nottrj.ng

oi the intricate balusters and the handsome Tradrng R.oom no,,r

in the Art rnstitute. The great "Golden Door', of the Trans-
portation Builcing at the It'orld's Fair exh.ibited the first
indigenous sys"bem of integrated ornament. comprementi;rg the

structure ancl conL:-asting r*ith its austere forms" but based

on no i:revious models. llhe orig:i nality and delicacv of his
orna'neni reached perhaps its finesl e:.':pression irr the Gatty

ton]: in GraceianC which has been cal-led. "a::equiem for Lhe

c1ead, an inspi.ratj-on to the li',r-i ng."

Althcr:.qh Sr:ilivan,s r,rchltecture is to.c personal and 'Loo

cl-o-;=l:t ,:eii:.teri to sire an'J. pur:;:ose to genei'ale a ',st1,-i.e", his;

Cicta, suci:. as "Iroi-m Foil ct:s Functionr,, a l:j".i t:a dogn*ric; his
prcse toc Coni-43s5 ana tor: higie*flo\^in - Sulljvan's greatest. b**
quest io his aiiopt:d ci'ty - in fact tc the.,*o:'l.i - may have

l:een the inspirati on tre gave to succeed.:-ng g=n=raL.ions of
architects. Erren before h.e died., alone and i:tennil-ess in e linen
cl-os:t', ht-s clrafi.Jrncl-: a:lil asscci ates - Xinsi e, G-rif qin. Van

tser?en, i:aher ancr l,iright - nai cai-ricc on nis cal.,.::aig:t fo.r a

n3iiri= arch! l:ccrur:r. i;l-o]:anCent oi: traS-i:l-cn.

tfl:re nlst famo:-r: oi

lrr.-:,iik.!- i1./.,-ri :,i::rqht- o r.lild.

',,ro::li oi ,in,:: tc c:r,=.; cf -,-

;r.: ci.:i :- *- :,::'1,,:. i: .: i h i s :'-: -:: i- a n ;;

* h - -A <-1r l
L::.-,) - !JL\!

S',J l-;iii:i: L,if

-i:; 
l-:tl-r..f r

f,..- -iL-;:,!

,l-ii,"an arn11 i^ <-,.J 4-- 
'J 

, I

fi:r.rln l-l-t,:

Irr.il.^ ,-'li.,1!1J U! !.. '-1 -.r r- ,r. - .^ l- rr .: .L:- -I. !... '- -,i ::- L 'J :. :*.1 lt_.j
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charnrey Flouse?' James charnley, son of a Philaderphia banker

and grad,uate of YaLe, carne to Chicago soon after the Civil i.trar,

did. very wel-I in the lumber i:usiness, joined the Literary crub

and,, in 1891, asked his fellou member. Sullj-van, to design the

house at the southeast corner of Astor anC Schiller streets.
The strong brick nasse's reiieveC by a light anC. o.pen loggia are

lr)ure suilivan, uhile the more qeornetric anc d.isciplined, bancs

of ornament clearly mark ttre first step in the develc,lrinent of
-v'iright t s own sty)-e.

;-rfter t','/o nci:e years of increasing rirooillight'ing, enccuraged

by his "Lieber i.ieister", ''",iright leit the office r.,rhere he had

acquireC hrs onlv arc;:itec-turai eclucation and i'ihare he had,

i:or;or..;:cl the money to l:uiid. his Oak Pa::lc ircu.se" :Ii-s fi:'st clieni
I,tas, cor-'.ld. !'o1r Euess, a rnernl:ei' oi t'hat p:ogressive, fonra::i-
lookinE cl-ub asserill-ec here thrs e.yeninE. i,iinsio',* Erctirers ha<l

e;<ecuted Suilivan's magnj-ficent and i niricate ornarnent .in iron
and b-rass anC bronze. i{erman t'Iins}ow thus had come to know the

t',,rentv-six year old ifri-g'ht and., i:y giving hin his first jos, a

.house whi-ch recaLls Sullivan in fron+- but ,roints to i'Irighl:ts

future -orairie siirle in bacl<, helpeci to 'launch a brill-iant and

tenpesi:.uous caree.:. Iven in l-993, th: year oi tsu::nhe;ii's classical

"-r,vh-i,te cit1r" , inncvati on uas beconing a traii.ition"

_:,1_t-l'rcrgir rnany of h:-s c"Li -iti:s r.l=r<: i:r"nilc:s, ,i:':c_li: ne'/tl:

j oi:-led tire i'ite i:rj,:y ,:j lui.-, " i:ie irra'y' itc'c :'l:r.,'e f e it coinf o11*;:;-l-e

el-sa'.vne.ie i.lran eL ;h:. -r'j-l anC ,-.-;r;r pre;il:ai-s i-.i.cntt :fuCCr)€r:j
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themselves. Once, rvhen admitting that he was the world's
greatest architect, he asked, r'Is sincere arrogance wcrse than

h.lroocritical humi lity? "

In the year that he enEaged !.Irigtrt to plan nis nerv trouse,

Avery Coonley rfelivered his third paper tc this club, I'Past

History and Present, trroi:Iems," Fitting possibtr-e texts to this

iitle is as diverting as it is futile. Educeied at Har-varo anC.

l,i.I.T., Coonley r^ras the gran,Sson, son and. husband of suffs3ggttes

nc wonder he retreateC to 'tire relati.re calm of -L.he Christian

Science Church and an inte::est in civic anci charitable aifairs

that could be ha.ndleC from his stud:t. :'ii::=n l:= gently sr-rggest:C

to his r,vife that a sinpie, center irali colonial hous= in t]ee

su-bur--i:s r.;culC suit thern i*e-'1-1 , he li"i:.i:l-e :eal:-s,:C tiie intensj-t';z

wrth r.;hich she herC pursued irer a::ch:L'tactu:'al interests at Vassar,

nor the thorouql:.ness r*ith vhicle sire l,+ould insist that he inspecl

everv pcssii:le worl', o'F 'i'irj-gi-iirs, i-Ij-s ile-.lt 355"igrunent .,Jas an

equaliy thorcrlgih s'tudv of ti-e 1-andscape Cesigns of Jens Jensen

and t?re viilage plan of Frederick Lanv oknstead. ?he resul-t was

the arcieetlrpal prairie house, certainilr i'iriEhtrs most ccmp'1s13

and harmonious in the mid.dle r,vest and as i-afluential- i;r the coui'se

of i',meri can architecture as his ?.cbi e house near the Uni ve::sit1t

of Chicago. lunonq the ccriu::onents o"1= Lhis totai Cesj-g;r rrere silv,:r

anii cllina, moiicE;:elnnl::,,1 tabl-e Ii:r:n, '3\/clil i:',=,:s:s fc:r' I"l::s. Cclnl:y-

,:,F;e;' i:ei: -'zi:t:r:; oi iu;:l-:;'i, i:ivi::E in tlrtll ii3;=.-i;:t, ill''l C:'-'I::i.:).i5

inoved i-o i,";a:';h.i-1r"i;;ol r;hers ;ir:.:iz .i:en;e'i. it v,?rlv' c.Ld. l":cuse ',vl tltotl-L

.-'t -.-.:"^.i ^i L-"'-.1s,-!..ra!ri-.y, c.:ricra"l l-l=e.L.irrr; ')f i il-lcr.r-: ::l-unt,-;i-:-:':t. .t.'ll: c';llr::asC
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moved i'lrs. Cconleir to vrite to a friend, "-i.ie at least are tesiing

out the theory that hr:manity is iTrcre vigorous when not too much

pampered by crvilization" "

"People teil you what they want. Give ihem uhat thay need"

was a favorite anC useful t',iright ma,xirn which, comrj-ned. rlritn his

j-nterest in the Arts and Crafts movement, lecL h.im to create

furnishings r,+h-ich 'everyone could afforC". This corftnenciabl-e

concern fr:r the aeschetic sensi-,ivity cf the masses vas Sh+ fi:sl-*

e:r.r?r'esseC i:y CesiEaing champagne glasses.

?he ;irts a:rJ. Crafts movenient evoiveci in Ingiand frcrn ti-ie

tenet,s of rhe Pre-3.a,chaelite E:"r'o'bherhooC er,*:':il-i slreC by llus.i<rrt

an* s?reaC to sucl-:. 'fivei:sr: places as iiasna'.r'& ?olir/aifa, iiarrajc

Itivas an,jl the r;ieiner ,,'ie::iistaette. I.L,s gu:,iing spi::ir and prac;icai

genius r*as i'.Iil-iial,r i'lorris and, !'ar"t as'tiie e:<pression of n.tnrs

;of in i:is rvori<" 1ras j-ts shibol-:th. Dualit: in materiai, e;<=-

. cution and tiesign set. the standarC fcr resti:;:ing skills na'le

ol:soiete by the inCustrral revciution. This underij-ned the moral

neel forlrarrnon!' in l.h- ar"tistic ancl social aspects of life'

-.1- ^.Lr^ ^ -^ !-^ ^ =; 
:L=.;.rrriiurrsr L:rc rr! L 1*.,i:l nen.cers assi)['r-JI:'g cn Jgcen-le:- i-LL,

L396 hearC al:oui tn.= artistic, iechnical, no;al , cr soclai

reni--i:-ca1:ion; of "ih: [lo\/oll;]:.t.i i-L is unl:l;cf - ';aal t:reir .lt:e..l*'-.lori

i1a';;;e.i- es i-l.=nr:y -l:r:;r':si .L,ir:-'3ii ::la'j. hj"-s .:,1-:.::'. r1'\ .'j*"/ :i:iji

;r:'-l-l-i.:::ii rl,ic.i::::.s, t' 5ir;'r: cit tl:i:-l: i:re s:nl -,i3-: ll.-'r'.-:=-:: ci ;-i-r':-'

I-l':.:1,.--i l-) C:tJ'::/i1 ;li:.i1 l.:r:::c:l -l:,-)r -,iji )]-L :,.'t :.;;.i:'.t", ^ ;-: : :',i (ra;1.iJ l-.'. l::,
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they entrusted its restoration to l{or,^/arii shar+, a '?oung

a:-chitect uho had recentry stud^ied r"rith i.lorris, and. to the

murarist, Frecleri ck cJ-ay Bartlett, brief ly a menlber of this

ctul,'. As Shaw himself hancll:C hammer ancl sa\{, Chisel and trowe}
tnij-th competence one feels that, aJ-ong -,.;ith. Louis Tiffany, John

Lalarge and Sir Edrlard Pui'neJones rrrl-lo creat=,.I the tnagnificeni

staineri glass rvindows, he and Eartl-ett and the Cl:urctr Trustees

vrei:e true irsirs to the buiLi.er"s of tl:e gothic catheiirais.

Anothei' i:u-ts and Craf'ts :ntliusiast r.;as Jlvit3trt I{. Pe.i:1<ins,

the ar:chitect uho acld.ed hunanitl. io schcol c]esi?n. Oa Ocir:l:er

L7lh, l-9O4 ix: l-oose,:i a tria'i l:alloon i:y;..3r.6ing a pap:r to us

entitl-ecl rrii itetropol-:itan Pa:l'. Sy*sret:n Fcr 'Jh; cago.', Aiter si:.r

yea{:s of clcqqeC persej:vei:ai-}ce tlle forr:st- ,i::e -lci-.i: .J:-st;rcL 'rjai:j

estal:li shed" and not unti i haif a cJnturr.' l.:ts:: cid =i.;arilen .iacl<

ionnsc:: begin tc corn:]-lain of si-aniiirg rcoin 'rnir in th: Cor-rn-r-,ir

'f ai i because of the at,tracti.re se'L,t'i nc;s f.cr statuto;'y rap: tii'--rs

.:::crzided."

-^r^- - Glessner was a rlarnber of tie Literai:v Club foi'u \Jrt.!1 u.. \Ji\j55ltcj- wsi

fi+tir-tnree years during r';h:i-ch. he::,eail si:< pap=::s and ser!'?,1 on

r-iios"t oi cur ccmmit::es. This l-ef't l:i-n ti;r.e cc'Lali= part in lh=

fouaCiag of the Internationai Harvesi:er Co., ancl rire Ciricago

Spnno::v Orcl::si:i:--, rlv'irsin; :l:: ilri.:l;lt .L-;"t- L;tri i: q;:l;:r1 th:

drai:-r=9= c-nai, iln Jec-=:irl;r:r 7t,.-i. 11f55 o i:.- ::,:ai. .j pa.iJei: c;-.-l-i;:i:i

t"lito:!oted ;li-a:i-s.'-s". OniV l-,rs p:'efe-r3r'i.c.: fr::: ih:l J-i:*; 11-:c.i:'-l-e

1..-:lets nai f :-o:n 'i-:aii!ini.ng ';ha.l- h,: :: F=rr:.:i i:c lii-s -oli f e ,:t-i,J rt,, :Lt^i.: ir,
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since they l<ept, a jornt d.iary for most oi their narj-ed liFe-

In fact, tjte'ir iiiarlr for that and. tire follor^iing year is ful-l of

references to wtrat must be one of 'the most thoroughly Cocument-

ed. houses in Chicago

Glessners at the cc.rner cf 18th Street an,l Prai rie Avenue by

Iienrlr l{obson LicharCson.

Tneir journai records tire searci: for anC,r:r-lrchase of a loL

rn tvirich -they rrJere acvi sed and,to soine extenLrhelperS. i:y their

marly friencs. Then cenr3 the search for an arc;ri'Lect in ivi:ich

inany more fr':-ends hel-ped, "noito ccn brio" and, in r^rhicir maay

architects o:ffered hel-p- Cob,r r,.Jas pass.i'1 ov:r as too ostenLa'rious,

csn; r:': iT pr-. I lrnen Fut- in a griug fcr Solon Eemen, a vcui:'J

a:'chir-tect. h.: had ]:r'o';ght Froin srookl:'n "tn 'iesrgn ci-ra Puil-man

wc::ks as uelI as the su::rounCing 'tortn anci, incidenlally, the l'al-le

Shore lsiv= home ci his lav;yer, P.cbert TcdC Lincr:ln- Burnharn &

,ico;, uho ha,1 cornple-Lei ele../en irouses in that Year al-one? 1{el:3

passeci over, i,lc-{j.m uas interzi:rved in iriew Ycrk and so r"ras tire

ultra*faslrinable Lichard. liorris liunt.. Finallv a Nels -forl"

architect named Potter, whos: fathe:', brotner and nephe:,'J \'Jere ali-

i:ishops, '!.^Jas asketJ. -to d::ar,* prelinrinarv slcetcnes. Then Glessner's

cl,j friend. antl. club-F-ate, Frankl'i n l,iacVeaqih, -si:o had also asked'

?crtel' to dEr skeiches for hi:. n:.n;ion::'f th3'r he 'ulas chr-:"1":i'ng

a:cni;*-c:c " J:: f'ec':, .:i" i.icrLr:::i ::.'t "";=-.; :tr'r:7:3'; :hai' ='-=:1i 1:r' i-c

::.eili l'ic--,r"-is* ivr-i:-h Cire j'iacVeaglts ern:i tc 1-,1 3r.:u:S a n::li'l "'r'hol :s'-Ll: :j.i:or:e

vich i,ia:-Sl:i:Ii. F,iell- So saiel . iO .lc;t-:- il;,:':i .i:a'; ^1r.cha:'jscn 'i-n-

ste,::;i:':i ;h: ir.::ai;:i: ,$enu.: .1 cr'::::;v e::ii ieirt :l:/en-i::lii '-'iil='1 er:



famille with the Glessners a irrocLest repast of cnl-y seven

courses since the notice r.ras so shori.;.lhile enjoyj-ng a cigar
after dinner }.e sketctred a ?ror:se plan so, alttrough preliminaries
from the poor son of a b'i shop in Nerv York had. arrj-ved only that
norning, the die lvas cast. From then on it uas onllz a matter

of eatinE enornous dinners at the Glessners in chicago or New

Hampshire or at ttre ilichard.sons in Brookline. ljo cliscussj-on of
plans has beea recorded. but the feast.s preced.ing them iill the

iiary r^rith mout-h-v.iatering d.etail- FIcw these vj-ctuals got to the

table is nct clear as every page seems to note 'bhe unwept ce-

.oarture of a maid.. There follor'red visi'ts to houses clesignecl by

.?.icharison as iuel-i as to decoratorsr shops in Eoston antl i.le',*

York to select such things a.s ilil.liam i.Lorris designs fcr rugs

anC hanqi nEs.

Tne rr"sul'c, of coin-cle'L,e rl.ut-ual trust ainong its c::eators

ancl clear thinking in its CesiEn is tne .Sefinitive crty hcrise

presenting t'o the t"iorld at larEe the pronis= of a sunny court-
yard and, rvarm hospita)-ity behind the protecti.ve strength of its
granite facade, a.t once ad.aptive in deta:-1-, innovatlve in plan,

exuberant i:r its joy in sun a:rd slcy aad i-r-rpeccable i-n lire

ser:enity o'F ii. coinpcsiticn.

Sone y:ai:s eariier ;',irs- Glessaer had heIp.:J .'cunli 'rh=

iecol:ative ;i::r.s Sccietlz and had joined the Fci't'r:i-ght1_,2 so .r L :s

nor sur::riein.q t-irat, ,,,'i13n riie pi-ans '.bec.:.in: ir,i:t";;.a, thc c'p::nirrq

saivc: boi-: t:la:e;:; o-i. "ihi-- en,-",3a:l:-j-n:j :l=ganc= c'i i::nai: f:'i::ir,-i*

sirip" . I j.r-*-rc bioocl ';vas ,'ii*a-rvn 1:..; tl. Fo;'';ni;ir:.-i_'i 1c,,:::rie r- '.,jhcsa
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husband had just joined the Literary Club. luirs. Dexter wrote

that "a nice bay r.rindow on ttre north sid.e r+ould give them a

charn.i ng vie'* right d.own to tire lake't - with, of course, the

fllinois Central tracks intervening. The Evening Journal

amptified. this by suggesting that "it does not suit tire neighbors

ttrat this neighbor strould" e;ccl-ude all .cossioility of r.ratching his

,,vinciows and findlng out rvhat may be do:-ng within d.oors." Others

suggesteC that the solidity an,l strengttr of the desj-gn was

motivated by a wish for securi.ty from anarchists - The llaymarket

riots i:ook place that year - uithout noticinE that all the

maste:- becl roorns faced. the sureet. i'ir. Pullnan, the naigtrbor

',vhose architect naC been rejected, askeJ, "what irave I ever clone

to l-rave that thing starlng me iir 'ci-:e face evei-,." tirne I go out oi

my <lco.r." EuEene i-iebs might have suEg:sted an ansl.{er. One guest:,

oa hearing tha'L the architect hacl died. r:efore ccns'truclion start-

ed, c,:incd thet "tltis trcuse ;nust have kiIIeC irirn.rr

:lvery letter or clipping concerning tire house rvas sa'r=cl -
no matter how uni'sasonable. Flcwever, the enthu:iastj-c and the

iisc:r'ning far out-weighecl the carpinE" tllr. BartLett, ail

errthusiastic neighbcr '.vho was buil,Sing his own hcuse at the tiine,

teleqra;chetr the Glessners iir Neu lian'pshire: "I: locked i'reil in

'lh= c':tse'L and .ever-7 lc:.yer of granite aicis lc its beaut'7. Ycu

-.'; 'r 1 . ---ci e..s '..j3 al:c" " i{cl{irn, oirl 6i cne r-ejec':=ci a:chiccci.S.!v-LI-L;-c.: J!.:iA*)

consl.ier*.f it +-he best hous: lre had s3:ii ii ;\.r.e::i-ca. :':r's" G.Lessner:..

her:.;el-f , ii-i c nct li-l',r: th: si,3.7alions at ;i-rst :rgirt i;ut wn+n 'the

d;.=;,ri-ngs -/,ere e::p.L:i;l=.J. -'co rer she p.rofessejt htrsel-f ,.:;:Lj-gh1:eC..
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Fredericl< Law orrnsted, nho laid out the planting in the court-
yard, announced. that it was "the most beautiful house ever put

on paper. "

$lore far-reaching wene the comments from al:road. Adolph Lrros,

the Vienese arctritect anC apostle oE {oure form without ornanrent

or decoration, admitced. copying many oF its detaiis. The

architect of tiee S.vedish Buil'Jinq at tire '93 inlorld"'s Fair retrrrn-

ed tc write articles about the house i-n S"redish nagazines. Eliel

Saarinen '.*as i mpressed rvith the ruggetl granCeur of tire house and

cons-i dered -R.icharCson a key influ=nce on Fi-nnish architectura.-

The first residence buili in Chicegc t"ras adaptive, being a

cc{r:}r oF th= Iast one l:uilt in anctirer uni=velopei area, ft rvas

innovative 'in its :rcrtai:i1it1z. It r^ras exube::ant in the Cesi-gns

applied to its exterj-cr. It was in"peccable in ttre purity of its
forn. It was the fj-rst home of 'Ltre brave a T'epee. lvei'e the

'inemir:::s of ti:is cluc J-ess brave :-n their ind*peniLence of

thought an<l their Cesire to ex1:lore nelr artistic frontiers?

llerr,ncm ["i. Lackq-:q*
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