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A11 the following titles and dates are, I helieve, correct.

[

This should no more ceusge sgalivetion than

-
o]
ol
o
0
)]
r‘-
-
3
Q

by turning thumbs down should excit

D
e
[
ct
‘~l

In contrast to the rather fulsome description of the Place
in Paris as a Ycreative, multimedia, kinetic, cross-

— . -

presentation” my ideal of concise architectural criticism

Y

came from the widow of our fortieth president. When she asked to
see my first house I told her it could be identified by its

resemblance to a chicken coop. Presently she telephoned to say

:3_'

that she had seen it and made this reguest: "“Please, never

refer to it again as a chicken coop -~ it's so bitterly true.'
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Ranch" with which realtors have enriched their argot while

robbing our comfortable stylistic cliches of meaning. Sir
Nikolaus Pevsner, probeably the foremost chronicler and currently

the ultimate arbiter of architecturel history, asserts that

~ ] B “iO S Py - — ~ e - = = . 3 =

On May 1Sth, 187¢ John Crerar was to have edited and read

- - = T | — 4 E 3 =} N~ T ~ e~ 34 P xR o Ty =
an "informal"Y at the Club. No doubt he was indisposea for in his

stead this was done by Bryvan Leathrop. Since neither minutes nor

Z £
club history tell us what constituted an informal, speculation
as to its contents is made futile by the variety of Mr. Lathrop's

J43 ¥

interests and the breadth of his background. His wife was a

-

beauty who read greek before dinner parties to guiet her nerves.
Their family connections were distinguished. His financial
acumen was asnotable as his integrity. He was a founder and

first president of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and gave his

(2]

remarkable collection of Whistler etchings to the Art Institute.

»

Clearly, only the forempst ¢lasgicist in America could create
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Folien HcKim of New YOork, L1 8va] Dy Thomas 1 a8 one ou

Jefferson, Eenjamin Latrobe, H. H. Richardson and Louis

of the 1893 World's Fair and had already become known for
creating the most elegant clubs and mansions of Hew York and

Newport. For the Lathrops he desicgned an unostentatious house

to their taste and to
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of beauty and comf

its surroundincs, dering to be dif

White, desgigned an elegantly adaptive house on Eurton Place.
White, however, gained immortality not by design but by designs
on Bvelyn Nesbitt. In 1806, on the roocf of his own creation,
Madison Sguare Garden, he was shot by éarry K. Thaw, her
jealous protector. The most devastating of architectural

criticisms is still considered to e, Y“"Thaw shot the wrong



William Frederick Poole, a founder of this Club and first
librarian of both the Chicago Public Library and the Newberry
Library, read a paper on Novempber 1llth, 1878 entitled "The
Mission and Function of Public Libraries." What guidelines

did he lay down and were they followad when Henry Ives Cobb

designad the Newberry Library in 1391, the same year in which
he joined the Club?
Cobb, a talented and industrious Bostonian, was educated

at M. I. T., Harvard, d tour of Zurope.
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At the age of twenty-three, 0 his grzat survriss, ne won a

everyone else's surprise, he left his job with Roston's top-
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Potter Palmer, = ok Club who had emigrated
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some years earliar, was then developin
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axtensive real 2state noldings on the n=ar north side. At tha
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practical passenger elevator - hydraulic, of course, was
installed in Burley & Co.'s West Lake Street store. Need I

remind you that Clarence Burlsy was our twenty-ninth president?

Many alumni of Major Jenney's office read perceptive
papers to us ‘'though not all as seminal as our seven hundred
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and sixty-second, read at the meeting of Decem
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Secretary Gookin recorded that Daniel Hudson Burnham read a
= ! | T - o . T~ P "~ 2 —
caper entitled "The Lake Front" being, as the minutes say
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before the Chicago Commercial Club on the following March 2Z7th.
Of the committes formed to put the plan into effect a majority

Some years earlier, in organizing the World's Fair, he had

have no powar to stir men's blood and probab

B T o 3 > i 3 e B P s SN RS N =N -~y =y 3 e s
noc e feall&e&,..- Let your watchword be Order and your neacon




By contrast, his partner, John Wellborn Root, was describad
by his sister-in-law, Harriet Monroe, as "Too original in his
own artistic conceptions to form a styvle based on the work of
any other architect." The partnership of Burnham and Root,

formad of a master organlver and a gifted artist who workad in

¢

3

erfect harmony, 'though with diametrically cpposed philoscophies,

o

understandably £illed all my categories at differesnt times. The

AR

Monadnock Building is certainly as impaccable in the understated

= sy = ol O K o . TrmwmTtr N oo merrl e - — o
elegance of its form as the Rookery is exuberant »lkn arches,
the firm's
Nexre

cultura., But "innovative" architectursa

producad whila Root was alive.
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One evaning in 1831 John Root met Owen Aldis at a

. 3 o % . . —— B e W | T ars * 1 i B =
Although both men had baen membears of thz2 Literary Club for five

friendship for the next morning Aldis commissioned Root to design
the Grannis Block, later transformed by Burnham into the
Illinois Trust & - a building whose f£inal glory
was the ation of a b on floor.
oy e Nal a >state e:
sante ooks of Boston. Thes:s
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raft foundations, fireproofing interior columns, continuing

the building operation through-out the winter, and the frugaliﬁy
of its plumbing. Root's doubts about the building's artistic
success were expressed in a conversation he reported having

with a subsequent client who asked to have the most beautiful
building in Chicago but was tormented by one reservation:“Mr;

Root", he said, "I like most of your kuildings immensely, but I

do not like the Montauk." Whereupon Root clapped him on the
back and said, "My dear sir, who in hell does?" His artistic

concerns were well expressed in the titles of the papers he

s t =T o s 1 » »; 5 anr ok S 33 PR |
lifte: *"The Art of Abstract Coler® "Tdealism and Realism in Artc!
] a {2 B vy .y oy Ty 3 - i | i T S
'Broad Art Criticism" and "A Great aArchitesctural Problem."
-\ 7 o o R = 3 . ' T TR : R be o~ -
John Root died suddenly at the age of forty-one. Years

3 - i U 1 : s i t L g -
gr=at, as Burnham had it in him to be big."”
PO = ~ 1 —~ l > = ~ ~ - - I 7N
The first big house which Louis Sullivan designad was the

home of ons of our 1874 membsars, Jonn Borden. It 1s remark

chiefly for its adaptive style - a style which 3ullivan later

7 - - S5 o s B A e $ s dowe
abhored with such ferocious prolixitv.
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Charnley House?" James Charnley, son of a Philadslphia banker
and graduate of Yale, came to Chicago soon after the Civil wWar,
did very well in.the lumber business, joinad the Literary Club
and, in 1891, asked his fellow member, Sullivan, to design the

house at the southeast cornar of Astor and Schiller streets.

The strong brick masses relieved by a light and open loggia are
pure Sullivan, while the more geometric and disciplined bands
of ornament clearly mark the first step in the development of

Wright's own style.
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was, could you gu=ass, member of that prograssive, forward-

and brass and bronze. Herman Winslow thus had come to
twenty-six year old Wright and, by giving him his first job, a

houss which recalls Sullivan in front but points to Wright's
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with £ Glessnars

coursss since the notice w

after dinnar he sketched a

from the poor son of a bis

morning, the die was

of eating enormous dinners

Hampshire or at the Richar

a modest repast of only saven

as so short. While enjoying a cigar
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house plan so, although preliminaries

hop in New York had arrived only that

From then on it was only a matter
at the Glessners in Chicago or New

dsons in Brookline. No discussion of

plans has been recorded but the fzasts precading them fill the
diary with mouth-watering detail. How these victuals got to the
table is not clear as every page seems to note the unwept de-
parture of a maid. There followad visits to housas designed by
Richardson as well as to decorators' shops in Boston and New
York to select such things as William Morris designs for rugs
and hangings.

The result of complate mutual trust among its creators
and clear thinking in its design is the definitive city house
presenting to the world at large the promise of a sunny court-
vard and warm hospitality behind the protective strength of its
granite facade, at once adaptive in detail, innovative in plan,
exuberant in its joy in sun and sky and impeccable in the
serenity of it composition.

Some years earlier Mrs. Glessner had helpad found tha
Decorative Arts Society and joinad the it is
not surprising that, the plans became known, the opsning
salvos bore traces of "the endearing elegance of end-
ship®. First was drawn by a For Whosa
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husband had just joined the Literary Club. Mrs. Dexter Qrote
that "a nice bay window on the north side would give them a
charming view right down to the lake" - with, of coursé, the
Illinois Central tracks intervaning. The Evening Journal

amplified this by suggesting that "it does not suit the nsighbors

= T

that this neighbor should exclude all possibility of watching his

Ly

windows and finding out what may be doing within doors." Others

i v and strength of the design was
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my door Eugens Debs might have suggested an answer., One guest,

on hearing that the architect had dizd hefore construction start-

X ¥ —~ o - - 7, -
ed, opined that "this house must have killed him."
Bvery letter or clipping concerning the house was saved -
no matter how unrsasonable. However, the enthusiastic and the




Frederick Law Olmstad, who laid out the planting in the court-

yard, announced that it was "the most beautiful houss ever put

£,

More far-reaching were the comments from abroad. aAdolph Loos,

the Visnese architact and apostle of pure form without ornamant
or decoration, admitted copying many of its details. The

architect of the Swedisn Building at the '93 World's Fair return

m - 7= m | > 3 LN S ). 3 = o [ o2 . %
The first residence built in Chicago was adaptive, b=2ing a
o ) B’ — 3 K - vy ] - e - T 3= -
copy of the last ons built in another undsveloped area. It was

= s ~ =7 = =4+ = 1 ~ - % 3 £,
form. It was the first home ot the brave - a 18?31, were tne
2, j A—— £ L= A o= b g =Ty 3 A o
members of this club lass brave in theilr inc ependenceg oc

thought and their desire to explors new artistic frontiers?

Herrman H. Lackoe
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